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Tape no! 1 


OQ. Mr. Miller, I’d like® to atart by aaking you about how you 
became familiar with Iran. When was the first time that you 


hecame familiar with the country and the people? 


A. Webi, if think i*d have to go beck to the time that I wes 
in college -- Williama College -- in the early “S08. And, 
ironically, Williams isa where the Shah’s family spent 
congiderablea time, and it“s the place where Richard Helms was 


&® satudant in the 1930s, 


When i waa there was in the early 50a, and ny firat 
perceptiona of tran really occurred then, because of the 


Presa coverage of Mohammad Nossadegh. And, what I can racail 
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-- and J think this is an accurate recallection -- is thet 
the preas, particularly Journals Like Time magazine, 


portrayed Bossaasdegh as a caricature, even though he was on 


the cover af their magazine -- 4s an eccentric. He was 
described -- and i can recall this very vividly -- as “weepy 
Mossadegh." Somehow a buffoon. 


Since my interests were in entirely different fields at the 
time ~- Engiisah Literature -- Iran’s concerns, and ny idesae 
about fran, or Knowledge of Iran, quickly passed. It was 


only that image that waa conveyed by these dominant journals. 


I then went to Omuford. And there I met saona Iraniana, along 
With ather paople from the Middle Eaat. And as it turned 
out, aga fate would have it, some of theae [raniana became ny 
closagsat frianda in yearea to follow -- tnteliectually, 
gociaily, pearaonally. But in the Oxford years I had no 
intention -- or knewiedge of the Middle East -- any intention 
of going thera. Sc it Wee purely an accident of being in the 


seme place with the same people. 


There were other awareneaaes of Iran that had to do with my 
Btudies ... of Rensisazasnce literature. Theres vere references 
to Hormoz, the Pesaria of the Gulf, the Treasuras otf the 


Orient. It was an exotic place, but very distant, and of na 
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cancern to me, 4ince sy intentiona were to teach literature. 


There were other awarenesa@ea of Tran that had to do with 
Iraniana in varioua parta of Furope. They ware vary evident 
in places like Geneva, where they were referred to -- again 
in caricature -- aa “oll wellea.” Very wealthy Iranians who 
attracted to thermgeaiveasa, it would appear, a playboy image. 
And beyond that, there was no other aense of recognition of 


Iran ... fOF me. 


Then I returned to Harvard, again to purave advanced atudias 
in English literature. And se fate would have it, the 
Foreign Service exams that I had taken while at Oxford 
Buddenly became relevant. And through 4 chain of 
ecircumataences, which I dan’t need te ga into, I decided ta 
enter the Foreign Service -- to get it out of my syatem, in a 


Way. 


And, again, a8 the fates would have it, I wasn sasigned to 
iran. YThrough no choice of my own, and na knowledge of Tran. 
And, #& fate would have it, I waa assigned to Eafahan. With 
no language training, and very little training in the history 
Of the ares -- certainly no review of the files, and no 
understanding of what the real apan and effect of wheat the 


Anerican presence had been in Iran, historically. 
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So I[ went to Iran 48 4 naive -- oF even AOore accurately, 48 4 


primitive, put it that way. 


Oo. What year waa that? 


A. This waa in 1959. And I had aome genase of Iran before 
going. There were some briefings of a very aketchy nature, 
and i did attend some language sessions. As I recall, the 


fanguage teacher was Batmanghelich, one of the .... 


¢Interruptian> 


QU. Plasse go on. 


A. Let’s see, Yes, we came to Iran in late 1959. We had 
come vary gradually through the Middle East from Cairo, 
Beirut, Damascus. And the aanae of going deeper into Aala 
WAG @& very etrong one. And the difference between the Arab 
wordd and Iran was vary dramatically conveyed by this trip. 
The world of Cairo, and certainly of Damaacus, at leaat at 


that time, was vaatly different than what we found in Iran. 


For ane thing, weather. Not to mantion the structure of 


Cities and villiageaa. Tehran at that point had not become a 
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hopeleasaly overcrowded urban meas. It was atill, in many 
Ways, Open, and gave a great sense of integration with thia 
glorious landacape, with snow-covered mountaina and gently 
aloeping terrain down into the city. And the #enee at water 


and trees and gardana waa dominant. 


The idea of city as buildings overwhelming individuals wae 
not there. It waa one of -- that I came to see as dominant 
in Iran ~- waa thia maensae of garden, af civilization, of 


creating something of the beat of nature within a city. 


So the initial contacts were «8 great surprise and delight. 

It waa very, very pieaaant.- And after a... the turmoil of 
the airport, where no one from the embassy came to meet ve 
because We Were BO junior, We were helped by everyone in 
Sight. So everyone! waa vary halprful. Not only the Iranians, 
but European treaveiers who were sympathetic to ... diseater 


in arreangeswents such 44 thease. But all of that worked out. 


Then we had thea .... Then we went down to Fsfahan. We Lived 
in the .... The very first day we arrived, we were put into 4 
remshackle hotel. Tt was calied the Esfahan Hotel, which was 
in the Maidan Mojyasseme-h, asp it was calted. Right at the 
~2«- Esfahan side of the Si va ae-h pol, the bridge of 33 


archea that looked up to Kouh-e Sofeh <Mount. Sofe-h>, the 
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dominant mcunteain in the Eatfahan area. 


a. Kouh-e Sofsah? 


A. Kouh-e Soefeh. Yeh. Which has on top the ruina of a 


Seasseanian castiea. And earlier remaina, as I foeund later. 


And, while the hotel was very ramahackie, everyone was very 
Plasaant. It wee a different world. The hotel waa on 
differant levela. Tt wea made of mud-brick, and there were 
Cotton woven carpets everywhere, and the doninant food wea 
~»-.. The jan in tha morning was made of beh «quince?, 

and there waa an infinity of carrot-cake. But of courage the 
bread and the gangak -- the noon-e sangak -- 

and the barberi ta kind of bread? were all 

marvelioua. We graduaily became accustomed ta the amella and 


sBighta and sounde. 


But we had this Ioeok on the main thoroughfare of Esfahan -- 
this sarvelloua jewel of the world -- which wae a revelation, 
Because I only had faintly heard of Eafehan by this time, and 
the senee of architectural magnificence was something that 


wae new to me. Of this kind. 


But the very day that F arrived, I was .... I went to the 
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eonaulate, which was right acrosa the satreet, an one of the 
-»- it wae right on the Chaharbagh, jJuat betfare it. came into 
the square. And the very first duty, after neeting the 


ztafif, waa to go to a funeral -- in @ mosque. 


Some prominent Eafahani buaginesaman had died, and there waa a 
penoriail gervicea. And ali of the dignitaries of the city -- 
and we, a8 I quickly learnad, were dignitariasa, for that 
purpose -- were invited, to pay reapecta, and Liaten tao 
oerations of one kind, the readings from the Koran -- but alas 
from the poeta. And this waa in the Maa ,ad-e Nadershah, 
which Shah Sultan Huesein, on the Chaharbagh -- ss magnificent 


moagqgue, not one of the best, but besutiftui. 


So thie was sy first encounter with iran. Formally. And I 
found the whole approach to death faacinating. The ritual 
nature of it, and the ceresnony on the secular side -- 
obviously a gecular manifestation, with cigarettea and 
coffee. Bitter coffee. But the formulaic expressions of 
regret, ang the delight, really, that everyone had in being 


there. 


And #o ny very firat contact with Iran was religious. And 
the ..-+ I found no sense of hoatility. The muilaha were ... 


axtrenaly respectful and caurteous, snd even amnuaing. They 
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began to teli jokes, which were translated for ne at that 


point. 


Now, IT began immediately to take lessons in Farsi. And I had 
& conatant compenion, who waa one of the Treanian&s who worked 
in the conaulate, who was from a good family of Esafahan, and 
had gone te the American College in Tehran, and had 4 very 
atrong devotion to strong reiationa between the countries -- 


almost nesaianic. But a very gantle and civilized nan. 


So, in that firat few mentha, it was meeting all tha 
dignitaries of Iran. Firet, the officiala. Wow the 
governor-general at the time, in Eatahan, was Abbas 
Farzanegan, who had been a brigadier-general .... he was 4 
brigadiar-general at that point. He quickly advanced to full 
general. And he was very friendly to me, and he Kept saying 
how much he welcored the Americans, and their presence in 


Iran. He seemed to attach great importance to it. 


He apeke Engliah with an American accent. He had apent a 
number af yeara in the United States. And he aisoc had 
children who were studying in the United Stat@a. So that 
senae af identification of officialdom with the United States 
-- formally, officially -- was saomething that gradusaliy fT 


hegqean to underatend. 
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And he quickly told me -~ quite gratuitcualy, really -- about 
the Moasadegh coup. And he apoke of diacantent and 


cerruptian. Thia was samething that was a great saurprise toa 


me is that everyone was vatenperaat <patriatic>, in a 
way, but at the aame time deepiy critical of the regime -- a 


love of country, great discussions about corruption, and what 


was going wrong. 


I quickly learned from Farzanegan himself, and from otherea, 
that he was the bag-men in the Mogaaadegh overthrow, WNow, £F 
learned that Hefore I knew what the MNoasadeagh overthrow was. 
Or wheat tts ceonsequeancea ... who waa involved ... no one had 
ever told me officially that the United Stetes had been 


involved in thia., HO, s+#0+ 


a, You did not know by then, when you went there? 


A. Well, the official position waa that the Sheh returned, 
and the forces layal to him rose up and drove Moassdegh out 
Because of hia refusal to abide by the signed decree, and 
thet he was ... his government had bean infeaated by 
Communisata, and the people rogae up agsinat. that. and that he 
had loat his popularity, had become authoritarian, and ... saa 


Cyl « 
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So, graduaily -- and this ia the ... perhaps it’a a good 
thing -- I learned about Iran’sa politics from Iranianea. Then 
I waa able to learn about wy own country’s involverent in 
Iran. Starting firat with that perapective, and ... having 


the Luxury of seeing it from two perspectives. 


Coming, as I did, sa 4 very young officer with no 
preconceptions, it was a fresh problem. And I’m afraid it’s 
shaped my view -- years of Iren -- not afraid, because [I 
think 1€"s perhapea the best perception. Neverthalessa, that’s 


the way fF cane to see it. 


Fathean waa €@ wonderful place, bhecause it wag amall enough 
-22- Our position 4s diplomate was so valued hy the people of 
Esfahan -- it waa a cospliment to them in many ways, and they 
teok it as auch, but they were very welcoming. So that, fron 
the governaor-general on down, through the Shehrdar 

«mayor?, wha, in this case .... Let"s aeae, the 

shabrdar waa ... oh, goodness, he was an Eshreaghi -- 


Hoasein ar Habib, Habib, I think. 


ie wae highly-regarded Hbecause he was a aayor who planted 
trees, and the treesa grew. So the chenar ¢mapie> that he 


planted were ... He had been there on an earlier occasion ... 
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he had been ousted in some intrigue, and he had come back and 
Was Vigoroualy cleaning up the Butcher-ahope, and forcing the 
cléaning of the ¢*?> every apring. <And behaving the way you 
would expect eae good Rayor to behave. And he waa an Esfahani, 
ao this was Beeen as a great blasasing, because generaily the 


Shahrdar in the post-war period had been tapoaed. 


And the feeling about the Shah in Eafahan was that he didnt 
like Esfahan. He wae like the Qajara -- they didn’t like 
Esfahan elther. Secauase of the rivatry with Tehran. <All of 


the regional jeelouasies, and «ao on, were expressed. 


Well, I apent the first year iesarning Persian, meeting 
people, doing formalities -- that ia, going to the opening of 
all the new factoriaga. So, 4a new canning factory had been 
Copened>, and I wauld go and examine the factory, and learn 
aii about canning. 4nd you’d of course meet all the people. 
NHilk-pasteurizing plant, new spinning-milis for Fafahan, and 
BO on. And going to ceremonial occasionea -- religious 
occasions, toof So there wae no division at that time -- it 
Waa perfectly normal to be a part of the raligious 


celebrations. Not the mourning period, but anything else. 


And Eeafahan at that time wae a very active Sufi cantar, and 


there wae 4 ... let me aee if I can remember who it waa -- it 
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Waa 48 great poet, who was satill active, who waa a 
Ne*matotilahi. And he head a huge following. And he would 
have, on the occasion of Ne*‘nmatollahi’s vali, the ‘tt> 
person*’s death... whenever ... I*vwe forgotten ... in that 


time it. waa in the spring. It wan 4 beautiful occaaton. 


They had these meetinga in a huge moaque up in the bazaar 
region. Let me see if I can renember which ane -- I can“t 
recall. But at any rate, the entire occasion waa reading 
Sufi poetry, including the Ne“’msatoliahi. There waa a lot 
that was beautiful. And ... the warsth and ... there was no 


antipathy. it waa sinply ... 


In fact, in the two years that I was in Esfahan, [ went ts 
every mosque, every shrine, every madrasseh tachool>. And 
one of the thinge I did there waa to da a atudy of the hezaar 
-- over a year’sa period. and I photographed avery ahep and 
every caravanserail and every moaque. And I visited ail of 


these places. 


And there waa only one place where there was any hostility. 
It wae a ahrine way in the pooreat gection, in which gone ... 
religioua peraon of the fifteenth century had a tomb. And 
the women woulid come and tie a piece af cloth ... But it was 


reserved for ... cure of diaeasa, and things of this sort, mao 
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it was a very superetitious place, ohviousaly. There wea a 
lst of totemiam, tying things, and ... tearing plecesa of 


eloth -- thease nanifeatationese. 


And it was in @ Very poor area within a poor ares. It waa 
very hard to get to, ao it was like penetrating the 
Holy-of-Holies. There was some sense aft: “What ara you doing 
there, since you have no petition to maket" Tt I had had a 
petition, I’m sure it would have ... and it waa women, 
Restly. Sa that was tha only tima in Fafteahan I had any senge 
af feeling that I was intruding or that I had no business to 


Be there. 


This waa the time, of course, that all of the mosques in 

Fafahan -- the great. nosques -- were being repaired. So the 
greet work of the Esfehani craftsmen was very sBuch thera. It 
wae the beginning of the opening af tourism. And the ... it 
waa ealao the revival -- fron all I Learned at the time -- of 
religious teaching. You Know, in the madraseeh, for example. 


They had «a fuli ...s, 


Ali of the students” rooms in that lovely nosque were filled 
with students. It wasn’t just @#n architectural exhibit -- it 
was a functioning madrasseh. And there were various teachers 


expounding an verious parts of the religious curriculus, But, 
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again, there was no senee of intruding if you went te visit, 
and queastioned about pointa of doctrine, and sco on and so 


foxth. It wes a& Very open situation. 


And it was glorious Gecause ... physicaliy, because the great 
tile-makers were working on Bninute repairs and the 
Silveraniths were putting new aiiver doora on the -- every 
craft was heing revived, and there waa a Senae of prida 


within the city. 


We were very cloae to ... Wa had very close friends in 
Eefehan who were Iranians. And most of our frienda -- not 
all, But most of our friends had weatern connections. They 
had satudied at some point in Europe. Their children were in 
Anerica or in England or France. And they were wealthy 
enaugh to travel. And they were doing thinga, many of which 
.sa> They had tennia courta, they had awimming pools. In 
Bore casea ... @atithough in Eatahan it wae very modest, and 
Very conceaied. Not .... Ubvicusly religious attitudes were 
part of it, but Estfaheania sre very protective of their 


wealth, anyway. They*re not osatentatiouga in any way. 


There wae a diviaion between Tehran autherity and Esafahan, 
reflected in the great pride of the local mayor. There was 


great cdiasadatin for Farzanegan and the succeeding 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / William G. Miller. Interview recorded by Shahla Haeri, 7-25 March 1985, Medford, MA, U.S. A. 
Iranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


HILLER-ji 


governors-genersl hecause they came from other places and 
wera of lesser famiiy. Fa they ... I became very keenly 
avueare of familly diatinctions and relationahipa, and tha 
queations af if aomeone is a clean or dirty pereon. That waa 
a concept that I very quickly appreciated, between clean and 
dirty. It was a tern that was used constantly, and that had 
every nanifestation physically, aa well. But, sore 


inportantiy, it was was moral. 
QM. Did they use the term “kKassieft™ <dirty>? 
A. Yeas. Yes. I mean, literally. Literally. 


And, of courae, the metaphors for the Esfashanis sare ...- they 
have pany. They“re a very funny paaple, and very ingenioua 
about praising or ing@ulting. But ... I found at Lleaat the 
people we were acquainted with extraordinarily concerned 
4bout morai queationa. And it became very evident to me that 
political judgments were alaga very deeply embedded. That 
these who were making moral judgmanta were very politically 


active, even if there was no politice. Sea .... 


But there was a Lot of politics there, as well. The ...- 
there was a stronghold art Jebheye-Melili <National Front> 


people. And aome of our friends were seaheres of that group, 
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actively ... Borocunands ... family. But thara ware many 
others. And they ... The spectacia ... I saw them sarch when 
there was 4 woament of pre-elections one day. And then they 
were arreated right in front of any eyes by SAVAK, go... And 


these were people of the gentlest, most humane, sort, sO ...., 


And of course I had met the SAVAK people in the formal 


occealona. 


G. Excuae me «changes tape>. 


QO. Piease go ahead. 


A. And the whoie ides of 4 secret police in a country which 
wae new to me waa brought home. There’s 4 sense af 


intrusion, fear, arbitrariness. 


Other manifesatationa af politica were among the laborera in 
the ... particularly in the spinning-mills, of which there 
were #/, I think, at the time. And they had 4a unian. This 
waa the firat complication that I beacane aware of, of 
American policy, ia that aid programe had sent Labor experta. 


And the iasabor experts gew, 48 4 solution, uniona. 


Unions and government control are antithetical, obviously. 
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And here you had SAVAK’s efforts to centroil the unions, and 
they would siways arreat people who disagreed. And they would 
go to jail, they’d be beaten up, and .... So the heginninga 
af the sense of thia kind of arbitrary controi af thinga 
becane evident. And it was clear that the SAVAK person, oar 
persona, in Esfahan were deeply distrusted and hated. And 
seen aS unclean. They did dirty things. Nat oniy was it a 
question simply of beating people up, or arresting them in 
the night, Sut it was ala@o the practicea of seduction and 


bribery, and so on and soa forth. aAil of the devices. 


Esfahan was a very good place for me, because one of the 
attractions af being there was to travel throughout the 
fonauiar district. And for usa the conaular diatrict was all 
of Iran. Southern Iran, reaily from Qom to the Gulf. So Tf 
traveiled in every corner of Iran. Mekran, Baluchistan, te 
Bandar Abbas, Chahbahar, JTaak -- a@13 of those placea. Out to 
the itslands -- Hormoz, Lange-h, down in the Persian Guift on 
over ta the other side. Then, of course, Buahihre and the 


ald pearl-fishing cities, which were absolutely sagnificent. 


Now this was at a tine when there were no paved roada. So it 


wam @ll by difficult jeep and Land-Rover. Or by horse or 


fooat.. 
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2. To none of these citiest 


A. Welt, I mean, to Bandar Abbas, which was 4 Rajor route, 
it was a very difficult highway. I mean, you would go 
through riverbeda for hundreds of kilometers. And if it 
rained, you had to wait. And the main form of tranaport. 
atiii -- you could see trucking having an eifect -- were 
camel caravans. In that part of Iran. And along the Gulf, 
of course, there were huge herda of camels that were breeding 


OF . a= 


And the lite was a very different life. It was totally 
differant. And the iife in the ranges of nountaine behind 
the Gulf was primitive heyond belief -- they were go cut ofx. 
And if was ae world of centuries’ difference between Fafrahan 
and Tehran. Even the road between Esfahan and Tehran waa not 
yet paved. 50 it took eight to ten hours to drive. And 
you"d be covered with dust. And the asin road between 
Fefahean and Shirez was not paved. And you would he covered 


with duat. 


find anything beyond that waa ruta, and just camel and donkey 
tracks, that you were going through. Lorries ~- wed see 
nine or ten paths where they would choose a route that had 


the leeeat number of gullies. And inevitable, as you know in 
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iran, you wouid find wrecks where they had coilided -- where 
there was no reseon to be an the same path, But they would 


nanage to do it. 


TI went on tribal migrations. Esfahan having a naunber of the 
Khans -- ieaser khansa, because the major ones were in prison. 
They were friends ... In fact, we Lived in the house of one 
of the Bakhtiarse, Yaehyah Khan.-.. He rented three of his 
houses to the censaulate. Sut we lived in his house on the 
Square. It was a loveiy house, with a view of thingea, and 
very Civilized ... in his way. He alao had a village up in 


Bakhtiar country, where we visited. 


At any rate, ona of hia brothera and acme af his causins 
arranged for migration, so I went on a wigration, into 
Khuzeetan from ... a@acrosga the scuntains. It was a gioricus 
trip over several weeha,. I did a iot of thats: can@i-patraia 
in Baluchiatan ... 80 £f had a sense of village-Llife. I 


Became very intereated in what the village structure was, and 


J became very interested in archaeology and the variaua 
earlier cultures. I went to, of course, the Achaemenid 
monuments many times and ... but @very teppe-h «hill> 


in fran yields shards, of which I have probably a few hundred 
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Pounds in thia house. 


2. tunclear? 


A. So it was total immaraion. And after two years there, I 
felt. I knew a great deal about some of the aspecta af Iran- 
Certainly family iife in Esfahan -- I knew the major ... we 
had come to know the major families from the Gajyar regine, ae 
weliasa the governmental officials, and ac on. And we came 
to know the major families in Shiraz, because it was part of 


our officiel Bueainess. 


And the tribal faadera. And the new intelligentsia -- the 
VWeatern-trained -- waa the natural orbit, so its doctors, and 
the new univeraity profeasora, and sa on. They were people 


Ay OWN age, in BaNnyY cases. 


So we went to Tehran, and my job was to work aa the 
anbassador*s agsiatant.... in the firat instance, and .... Sa 
my lite became more official. There were nore courtly things 


to be done. We had ta ga to the Shah*a Court, and ao on. 


T hed met the Shah 4a number of times in Eafehan. It’s part 
of the rituals ...the Shah would come with a royal visitor, 


or diatinguished visitor, to Fafeahban as one of the tours of 
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Tran. In that period, the Shah came with the Suseen of 
Engiand and Philip, with the Crown Prince of Japan, King 
Huse@ein, ...- two other occasiona. And ao, we would meet hia, 
and we*d chat, snd go on and ao forth. And we had aone sense 
of recognition -- even at my atage. And Alam was with hia, 


and a few af the others. 


These were marvellous occasions. I recall when the Quean of 
England came, thay painted the entire route, all of the 
kouche-h waliia -- mud-brick walls -- were painted 

blue, beceuse Lt was sald that the Queen Liked blue. Sa all 


of Esfahan had been painted blue. Many Eafshani jokes. 


And the glorious arches that were made, grumbling, by the 
factory-ownera, who were ordered by the governor-general to 
Hbuild an arch: “If you don’t build an arch ...." There were 
threata, obviously, so they had to Build an arch, and they 
nad ta make contributiona, they had to lay down carpeta ... 
But it was glorious because the entire Chaharbagh ia paved 
with mosques, and the Chehel Sctoun «Forty Pillara> was 
covered in magnificent carpets ... and great banqueta, and seo 


an. it was one occasion -- and again, this was the Queen. 


In the Chahal Sotoun, they decided to Bbujld « hathroom for 


the Queen, on the grounds that she had ta have somewhere .... 
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And it waa placed in the niddiea of ... Have you bean in 
Chehel Sotount Then you know whera the paintings are af Shah 
Abhaga’”’ victory over the Turkat They built ane right there. 
A wall, and sa on. This entire bath -- they had a hath, a 


bidet. . oe | ANYWAY. 


BQ. «unclear? 


4. Sa, the courtly life -- I had aone sense of that. Sut in 
Tehran it waa gaiisans. We had asilamea in 

Fsfaehan which were mini-vergsions of the gallamea in 

Tehran. Presentation of the diplomatic corps, and the 
comnplinents back and forth, and brief words with each .... It 
was, you know, the sense of a court. And I e¢eanld see that it 
Wasa very important to them. Thare was no informality -- it 


Wee Very fornal. 


I didn’t Like that kind of .... It waan’“t intereating to nme. 
I found it very Bboring- And my real interest in Iran was ... 
As a diplomat, as aomeone whose work waa to observe and 


describe Tran, waa what people were thinking, my own 


generation -- bookea, ideas, thinkers -- what was happening in 
the country. Change -- the change waa happening in front of 
my @y@e -- J could see that. You had to be an idiot not te 


understand the change. 
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And being «a fierce constitutionaitat nyself, 
conatitutionaliam waa very attractive to me. ff found the 
intensity of idealism among Iranian constitutionalists 
wonderful. It was 8o idealiatic, and so attractive 
intellectually. And it seemed to be the one aolid point of 
ee» that. had an Jrarian -- purely franian ~~ nature to it. 
The 1906 Conatitution seemed to reflect all thea atructura of 


society -- in fact, they were @numerated in the articles. 


And the idea that it isa a borrowing from Beigium, or perhaps 
from the French Revolution, cr from the American Revolution, 
ia very guperficial. Because the ides of having limite to 
action through iaw is a perfectiy human achievement, 


accompiiahed Ay all peapies of any consequence. 


And this geemed to re a Bolid piace of work, and that those 
who were puraying that vein, in my view, reflected the beat 
in Iran. They happened to he my friends. But they had 
thought it through, and thay had autfered ... They understocd 


this ..., it had historicai hasia. 


Further in the esbassy, someone who helped ne with Persian, 
and aiso with my officiat duties, of meeting officials, and 


what have you, was Ali-Pasha Saleh, who waa the brother of 
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AkLanhyar and Jahanshah. 


thank, who ... 

@. Alahyar. 

A. Na, Alahyar ana 
brather, who I net. 


they“re a Kaahan fanily. 


Kashan -- 
village autaide of ... 
nounteaing, 


heauti£ful, place. 


And here fF could sasee thea oid Iran -- 


the viliageraes to this wan ... 


could not exist except 


waa no basis, economic 


Theare’a Ali-Pasha. 


And there are many 


I knew the bazaar in Kashan. 


beyond Feen. 


And there’sa one sther brother, I1 


But there’s a fourth 
Sons. At any rate, 
And, I hadn’t Known very much about 
But they have a lovely 
between Kaahan ... up in the 


4nd it*s # beautiful, absolutely 


the abadglute devotian of 


it was a tiny viliage, and it 
for the Salehs. They had no ... there 
basiga. But if Was & paradise. And 


the enlightened civilization there waa clearly implicit -- 


their education, among 


the villagers, care, gradual 


adaptation of the benefitea of technological civilization were 


coming. And they were 


way. Jt was a kind of 
But the stories that I 


land-owner, and aeeing 
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bringing it, in a well-thought-out 


civilized land-reform, you might say. 


bad heard sbout Mossadegh aa a 


the Satehs functioning in what 


HILLER-f 


appeared to be the sane way, as I hegan to make connectiona, 


and 30 on. 


But at any rate, at that time, many of the younger studenta, 
the peopie my age, who had come fram the United States, who 
were active in Plan Organization, who were doing thinga, 
going into the viilages, starting new industries, had decided 
they wanted toa Build a new Iran, were conatitutionaliata. 

And many of them were active -- were Jebhey-e Meili «National 
Front?>. And those who were not. because they were 
distinteresated, they were not political in thet way, were 


very aympathetic. 


And it’a certainly ay feeling thet in the early ‘608, had 
there been an openneas on the part of the regime, thease 
peaple would have fiourliahed, and they would have been the 


Leadera of Iran. 


What happened, cieariy, wae that there was mo place to go, 
politically, so they simply aither devoted all their energies 
to making money, doing some thinga in govarnnent, normal 
things, or left. Gr went to jail, in extreme casea, like 


Hatine-Dattary, and what have you. 


But it wes a .... they were a gizable group of 
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axtraordinarily sttractive, intelligent people, nusbering 
many thousands. And it wae 4 Kind of Renaieasance, It was an 
amazing group. They were in the univeraitiea, and they .-.. 
4nd they were terribly, 48 I said, peeceful. You know, there 
was no sense of ... in fact, the violent way was rejected -- 


utterly rejected. 


For ne, the ... ny interest was traveling everywhere, and I 
enjoyed that. 4nqag I would take my Iranian friendga with he, 
becauae they didn’t travel in many cased. They had never 
Been many of these things. And I*m happy ta aay that many az 
them got hooked on .... sa@ing many of ...- Hut that’a 
normal. For any ... the tine one sea one’s own city is when 
Vialtora coma, and youre forced ta do it, sao thera‘a 
aomnething of that. But I wonid go with them ta their 


home-villages, and atrange places Like Sabzeahvar, and .... 


Than i went on tripa to Kurdesatan. We had a conaul up there, 
named Eagleton, whoa knew the Kurda very weil from hia duties 
in Iraqe He was conaul in Iraq. He’s now ambaseador in 
Damascus. And ac I viaited all the Kurdish leaders. And we 
had thia funny ... SAVAK wes chasing us everywhere, 


wondering.... He had told them he was doing this, but ...., 


tt was the sensitivity to different. groupe, I mean, that wae 
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evident. The whoia idea that perhaps there waa interfering 
in internai affaires, and sa on. Soa I becane aware of that 
fear on the part of the regine that there were disloyaities 


ef one Kind or another. And, in fect, there werent. 


. There were not? 


A. There were not. in none of the groups that I met in all 
the time that I was there -- the five years that I was there 
-- did I aee anything that aaid the Shah had to go. The onaly 
aes the most extreme point of view was “Relgn, nat Rule." 
Let us have a ahare in our country. It was that “we nead a 
king. We’ve always had aking. Be a King." It was that 


kind of busainesa. 


Certeainiy, the more you went out of Tehran to the edgea of 
things, the sense of the regine wae inconsequential, except 
where there were SAVAK placea, and so om -- where it waa 
intruding. it was like the ald days:l you were many days 
awey, except in «# few places thet had airports. And issuea 
and problems were settled in their own way. Soa in the 
provinces, the further away, the happier, in sone respects, 
even if poorer. Certainly from the point of view of 


governaents. 
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And this wes the tine before the great oil revenues, end it 
wee 4 ting when Iran was sti1i heavily dependent on US aid 


maney. 


And there the queation that became very evident to me was our 
role. We had a dominant role at that point, and it was .... 
We had such a confused picture of whet we were doing there, 
And it was partially because we head so many ..- there were so 


many groups and peaople doing things of one kind or another. 


There were the traditional missionary-educators, and ao on. 
There was ... were pursuing ... improving health ... 
bettering unlversities, sometines intelligently, the other 
tisea with great violence, not understanding the atrengths of 
what was there, and imposing Dich and Jane an ... and getting 
rid of Sa’adi and Hatez, which I theught was a great laase. 


But they were able to deal with that. 


The huge military presence, I found ..,, It was huge, it was 
Very «sss it grew when I waa there. 4nd it s@#ened to setiary 
the Iranian military. Clearly, the firat Azvgarbaijan Day that 
I went to the parade in Eaftshan was comic-opera. Ita 
military quality was, you know,... abyamal. But in a matter 
of a few yeara, it had changed to magnificent competence of 


one Kind or another. Aga military group, they were becoming 
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superh. Soa there were wmiiitary purposes. 


And then the inteiligence peopie had their Yrelationahipa with 
SAVAK. And that was a troubling relationahip because of what 
SAVAK was doing. And the identification of the United States 
with SAVAK was beconing nore and more and identity, rather 


than simply an advisory role. And this was causing problems. 


And of course, in the aid, simply econonic aid, there were 
arguments about debt payments, and .... Debt payment waa the 
reesaon that Ali Amini collapsed. There was a crucial moment 
where, if there had been a debt extension, ALI Amini would 
have saurvived. And he was pushing for 4 hore open 
government, and this was right at the moment of the so-called 
White Revolution. And his relationship with Arsganjani, and 


some dynakic miniatera .... 


The queation of elections. The beginnings of reativenesas 
about the Americans, particuiariy the military presence, and, 
on a legal basis, the whole idea of atatus-of-forces 
agreenenta and ceapituiations were identified. And it was 
hecause the question was ... we ... that a crime agsinat a 
person, whether it was 8 rape or an auto accident, theee 
evaryday atfaira, would not receive, in Iranian courta, 


justice. 
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And in gone cases, that waa true, but it raised the quaation 
of: “Why do you need 4 separate justice? Why don’t you help 


Wa have juatice?” You Know, the questions were being asked. 


Then, of course, for moat of the Americans, the insensitivity 
ta capituiations ... in the late 19th century -- and the 


whole ides af legal savereignty -- was completely missed. 


Sa the Loan to the Amini government was far maore than «4 
debt-extension. It was really whether to support the 
opening, politically, or to suppert the Shah unequivocaily. 


And they sided with the Shah. 


There had heen a continuing argument among the Anerican 
policy-makers about SAVAK, repression, opening up the 
politica] proceas. There were feelings that Iran was atill 
unastahbie, that the Shah hinself waa weak aa a peraonality, 
and the argument became sd hominem -- you*re for or 
against the Shah -- rather than an ansiysais of whet the 
country aa 4 whole tooksa like, and where it waa going, and 
what. the dynamica of all of thia novement and changa, and 
this new education, and these tens cf thovaanda of 
highly-intealligent, capable people. What role were they 


going to playt Were they juat to be functionaries, or did 
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they have a stake in running their cauntry? 


How waa the Shah going to fit inte thiat What 
reaponsaiBbilities did the United States have in thair advice 
to the Shah, which they gave -- freely. But the Shah sought 
2a. 4nd, after all, the Shah, the relationship betwean the 


Shah and the United Stetes was very fundamental. 


You’d have ta look at the quality of the American 
ambassadors. Those who undereatood fran, intuitively, or 
undergtood the Shah’sa character, I think perforned «4 service. 
But there are very uneven perioda. And that’s another kind 


af quesation sitogether. 
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G@. Please go ahead. 


A. Quite by chance, I saw a fair amount of the Shah and the 
Shah*’s court. Aithough, ... my intereatsa, obvicualy, wera 
@lsewhere. But the Shah skis, and I aki, and when we firat 
came, the oniy akiing was at AbD Ali. And then Mohsen 


RKRhajenouri formed the Nour Club. 


LW. The Naur Club? 


A. Nour, yes. This was juat beyond Ab Ali -- a little 
higher, up near the pasa. And it had the firat T-bar, or 
J-bar, I gueaa it waa. And it was a ciub. It waan’t open, 


like Ab Ali, where anyone could go. Thia waa for people who 
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were members of the cluh. And the Shah used to aki there. 
Sa we akied together «4 number of times, with hia bodyguards 


and ali af that. 


Then TJ piayed tennia with Mre. Alam. She always liked ta 
have challenges of one kind or another, so we played a few 
times. We akao had the game ... Pro teaching -- he wea a 
Pakistani fireat, and there were two Iranian brothera, who 
were the best tennis players in Iran, IT think, Lat’a see if 
I can remember ... f[ can’t renesber their names, hut they 
played at Amjadiye-h. Ampjadiye-h was right next to tha 


enbansay. 


Tannia at that time waa a very hig pleasure for various 
people. And i would play four or five tines 4 week, and 
there would Be ... particularly an Thuradsay evenings there 
would be great round-rebina, and we had lovely sesaaiana. It 
was iike a “dowreh", in which 4 number of groups would 
intersect, even though they had different views, and would 
navear involve themaelves in any other way except tennis -- 


and tea, That kind of ... 


But I bacamea aware of the “dowreh” aa political life in Iran 
-- thet in the absence cf political parties, the social 


meetings that people would have became 4 saubeatitute, or a 
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aubatitute means of talking about such aattersa. And that 
communicationa wae very intricate and compiicated, but 
through the mnoaque, through businesa, through spert, through 
iiterature, universities, everyone knew what waa happening -- 
inatantly. There waa no eahortage of awareneaa. It didn’t 
Matter if the papers were censored or doctored. There was 
always Toewfigh to present in @ cartoon what was really 
happening, and there was sone poen that had the punctuation 
placed in a strategically wrong place... And there wae always 
the bazaar network, Tt was 4n open aoccieaty, In a& curicua 


way, and there wae a great deai of diacuesion and fernsent. 


The aadnese, of course, ia that at that point there was no 
fundamentel hoatility to the Shah. There was no reason that 
he couldn’t have accomodated all af that. They were 
pertfectiy willing to work -- even the Jebhey-e Melii 
«National Front? would have been happy to work within the 
regime, pravided that it was ... there was 4 commitment to 


conatitutionalian, 


But the religious factor became evident to me in 1962 and 
‘ea, when Khomeini emerged -- because I waa there, In fact, 
I wrote a report on Khomeini when SAVAK entered the mosques 
in Gom and killed some of the suliaha, were bashing their 


brains out againat the wall -- or that wae the charge. And 
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then there was the march towards Tehran. And the various 
charges that were made: the inheritance fron land reforn, 
Ghanging the mores of women, the Shah’a authoriterianiaa, I 
guess was the third, and the last one waa the atatua of 


forces -- againat the Americans. 


And when he waa arrested, and sll of the violence broke cut, 
and Tehran wes where there were several thousand people 
Killed. I was there when the tanka were firing at the 
univertaity> ...- I wea aimocat Hiiled myself. Because I waa 
eaught in one of these gunfire hattles. And for severai days 
there were machine-guna going on throughout Tehran. It was a4 


pretty serious matter. 


But, f alan racall very vividly the sense that the tanks were 
Aherican tanks, and the buijetsa were American buiieta. And 
thet one of the issues was status of forces, of United Statea 


soldiers. LE mean it Was &@ saae 


And the senae from the secular people -- you didn’t think of 
people as secular or religioua at that point, because there 
Were many people who were religious. It was not seen as an 
alien division. But at. any rate, the National Front had 
nething ta do with thia uprising. It was something elae. i! 


mean, it wae wnHique. And it was ... 
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And I recall being told at the time by my frienda that this 
waa different. Thia wea the massea. Something they had 
never seen before. Fo, if ane had to trace, J auppose, nasa 
poititical participation, the beaginnings night be thare. I 
suppase they might have been in the mob nomenta in the period 
of Moeasadegh, I don’t know. But. cartainliy, in Khomeini’. 


tine, the great difference is nass politics. 


But. aside fran that -- that moment with Khomeini -- the time 
woe very pescetul. And the efforta, even in the mnogt -- what 
Ware regarded then as the noast extreme politics -- were 


realiy acconodationisat, There waa nothing seriousiy 
entertained, by any groupe that F was aware of, of the Shah 
not being sa part of tha equation. And the sadness is thet 


there was so much good will, on every aide, fran everywhere. 


And there was aco much hape, and beauty, and ao nuch 
attractive wae going on -- in every direction: wonen’s 
righta, and universities were blooming everywhere, the health 
wae improving, the villages were ... their way of life was 
beginning toa be better, and archaeology and a sense of the 
paat, and ...-. And even in religian itself, there was ..,- 
wheat I mentioned earlier, the reatoration of the mosques -- 


this waan’t simpiy physical, it was, you know, it was an act 
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of piety, in 4a way. 


These vere thinga that even bureaucrats thought it was 4 goad 
thing te da. Not simply because it would bring touriaa, or 
2+. Hut beacause they thamaeivea were religious. Everybody in 
Iran is religious to aamne exent. Even those who are 


atheiatsa. 


a. Even the Shah hinmselt. 


Ae Yes. Yes. And that’s a point I think 18 very important 
to make. At least at that point there really was no 

distinction between secular and religious. The iranian was 
religioua. I mean, to what degree depended on who you were, 


but 4... What kind of lita you had led, but ... 


The best example, I theught, cf the sense of enlightenment in 
the religious field, were people like your namesake, Mehdi 
Heeri-Yazdi, who was the son of an ayatollah. He was twelve 
years the secretary of Khomeini. He*s a4 PR.G. «tron Toronto 
Univeraity in Religion and Philosophy, and he waa 4 profesasar 
at Tehran University, ao the ... And he had no... his 
friende were gome of the most outrageous, weaternized people, 
a8 Weill aa clerica, and there wae no ditficuity. Everyone’ s 


family haa some mulleah in it, somewhere. 
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Anyway ae 4 


QO. Let me eek you this question which is vary nuch related 
to what we have been ... aor what you have been deacribing. fT 
would iike to aak you to begin dasacribing your <tr -- not 


really describe, But lat mea just read yeu the questiona, 


I’d idke you to describe your experience with Iran and 
Tranian political figures, in as much detail 48 possible. 

And please begin with your first position reiated to Iran and 
end with your most recent regponaibilities cavering Iran. fn 
recounting your Iran-related career, please deacribe in 
detaii those events in which you participated or witnesaed 
that will give future researchers a full undersatending of 


Iranian history. 


A. That*s a... I mean, that’s a profoundly political 
question, in the sense of ... I think I would have ta say 
first that my involvement with Iran ia of no reali 
consequence. It was of grest consequence to me. But ... 
those things that I did as far as relationa beatween the 
United Stetee and Iran had no significance af any Lang-ters- 
Vaiue. find I’m not sure that, except for those who were 


involved in 1953, there were many American events that are af 
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Very profound conaaquencea, 


No, I*d have toa add these who ..., at the time of the end of 
the Shah, I think those were profound aoments, toa. There 
were lotsa of little moments along the way where other things 


might have happened. 


No, I think T had a very ... very good understanding of a 
number of the key pergonalities in the time that I was there. 
But there was nothing unique, or profaund in that. It’s that 
£ think I underatood the purposes, general purposes, af 
people iLike Ali Amini, and various prime ministers at the 
time. But I don*t think that’s very importent, because 


that’a only the surface of thinga. 


ft*s that if I have any contribution, it*a in recognizing the 
dynamian of emerging groups in iran, who were really of my 
own age, my Cwn generation. And paying attention to 
beliet-systems, and the relationship of learning ta action. 
The imnpeértence of that to international relations ia 
important, but 4... And I wrote about it. And I wrote, I 
think, in the hindsight of history, accurately. But I can’t 
aay I had much effect, except for those whoa like to wring 
thelr hands afterwarda. So the infiuvence of being able toa 


change thinga waa nininai. 
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Only during the Kennedy period -- the Kennedy White House 
itmel® waa very interested in Iran because of Bobby Kennedy. 
And the preaident hingaelf. Bobby Kennedy fad been in Iran, 


with Justice Douglas, aa a traveller. 


i. I didn”t know that. 


A. Yea. And he liked Iran. He found the people attractive, 
and the country exciting, and .... The student groupe in the 
United States sapperentiy came to him, and said, “Look, 
there’s no political freedom. Help us.” And 3c on and sa 
forth. And the Kannedy administration was ci that view, that 
there should be an opening up of the political scene. in the 
White House, in the National Security Coeuncil of that time, 


there were Niddie East officers whe had a4 sense of thia. 


But, in the long-term looking at senaltivity and awarenesa of 
the detaila af fran st the higheat levels, there waa none. 
They mace the mistake of identifying Iran with the Shah. 

They Knew the Shah well. And they saw the Shah. And they 
gaw Ardeshir “Zahedi. 4nd the aquivalentsa. They had na 
understanding whatsoever of everyone alae. Or the great 


capsacities, and... 
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They didn’t understand whet the studenta were demonstrating 
about. They only heard the irritation. They only aaw the 


hiatrionics, rather than trying to underatand the measage, 


But that’s a4 probtem for any highly-centralized governnent, 
aven 4 democratic government, ia thea leadera, if they don’t 
Know the detaila of a aitustion, are ieft with aimplicities 


and sinplificationa. 


There were alwaya, .... In ny case, i was able to talk ta 
pecple. i taiked ta George Bali, when he waa undersecretery 
ot asteate, and I had aome influence in the Senate, when I was 
there. And in the State Department. But the dominant view 
WES 4.4. the Shah had weathered all of these difficulties, and 
he had come into hie own, and wae feeling confident -- let 


him have hia way. 


@. Were you, when you were in Iran, in the ambaasy, in the 


presence of the ambassador, did you ever have audience with 


the Shaht 


A. Oh yea. Oh, yea, a number of times. Sure. In fact, sure 


-~ 4 number of tines, but ....- 


@. Vould you describe «unclear>? 
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A. Well, they wera vary formal, and they were intelligant 
exchanges of informatian and views. They aften had to da 
With formal transactions, such asa treaties, and... the 
exchange of notes, and things of that ... formal dipiomacy. 
And the reali opportunities for deep political discussaiona in 


that kind of framework wera very diffitcult> ... few. 


And usually doubts or new ideas or questions are conveyed in 
the dipiomatic worid through subordinates. And the chances 
for frank, civilized discussions depend on factors which are 
very seldom attained. While there were iota of maetings, 
that doean*’t mean that much ... beyond the businesa.... 
There was a lot of Business hetween the Shah and the United 


Statea a 


The Shah would neet reguiarly with the anbasasder. He would 
naat reguiarly with other officisla, and .... But they had «4 
4o0t to do. They were buying weapons, or selling them, and 
they were ... going through the intricacies of not atationing 
nuclaar weapona ... in Iran ..., on Iran*s territory. Thay 
were talking about bases, or ... yoau know, sli the husainesa 


of Goavernnents. 


But it*a aeidom that you talk about fundamental guestiona, 
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and ..- that’s teo bad. In « way, you have to grow up with 
that. I*m of the view that, in international affairs, it’s 
eomething like .... To be effective, you really have to have 
modern equivalenta ta the kinda of relationships you had in 
earlier, iess complicated, or, when the world was smaller -- 
certainiy se complicated -- where the families knew each 
other, who were ruling. They underatood their character, and 
they grew up with ane another. They weren“t constantly faced 


With tabula rasea aiftueatians. 


4nd in diplomacy, or international affairs, cur leadera 
really have ta know one another. And they have to know the 
generations, and ..-. On the American side, certainiy, weve 
nad great absence of that. Our leaders, particularly at the 
top, are woefuity ignorant of many of these areas. Not 
alweye, but .... I think it weuld help if they studied in the 
Same unliversitiesa throughout the world, and did some of the 


same things together. 


You know, undearatand that it would make things easier, in 
certain cases. I mean, cleariy the succeasea of diplomate 
are due to iong-term relationahipa. They never succeed if 
they“ve never met one another. Thera’s a certain trust 


that’a involved. 
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And I would say that part of the antipathy of Khomeini and 
the United States is that he didn’t know any Anericana, and 
they didn’t know him. Sa there’s no .... He thought of them 
43 80me aiiten beast. And they think cf hin aa some alien 


Creature aoa2.4: 


No. When I was in Iren, I head a chance to see, not aniy the 
Shah and the ministers of Court, the major ...4. prime 
miniatera and foreign ministers, and the Arsanjania of the -- 
there was one Arsanjani -- governorsa-generai, and landiords, 


and the major families, and ao on. 


What reaulted from that wes aomething, I think, of some 
awareness of how Iran was put together. And that I tried to 
make my judgments on what JI saw happening in Iran from ita 
own @atructure. And I have to say I was very aynpathetic. I 
found Iran an attractive place, in ao many ways. Friends. 
Physically -- the clinatea ta wonderful. The civilizaticn, [I 
thought, was an é@xtrenely subtie and aenaitive ane. The 


iranian notion of beauty I found very attractive. 


There waa every resson for Americans and Iranians to be 
frienda. I saan, £ may have used the personal fallacy of 
aquating personal iikes with national preferences, but f 


think it was our national preference as well. and cartainly 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / William G. Miller. Interview recorded by Shahla Haeri, 7-25 March 1985, Medford, MA, U.S. A. 
Iranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


MILLER-2 


aur national intereat, aa far as the question ci atrategic 
landscape and oil. Which became wore inportant to the United 
States as tise went on. It waan’t important at firat. It 
Wee of no importance in 1953 -- oil, that is. But it becane 


So. 


QO. Whan you aay you gat to know Iran within ita own sayatesm 
and structure, how do you nean by thet? IJ mean, if we may 
take the case of the White Revolution, or Araanjani’aé 


activities at that tine. What absaervatione do you have? 


A. Weill, I knew a lot about the viliages of Iran, hecause I 
had apent a lot of tine in the villages. And all over the 
country. And Io had seen good villages, bad villagaa, .«.. 
villages on the wsargins, just, of productivity, villagea that 
were abtaed hy landlords, and villages that had been 
wonderfully enhanced by Landlords. I'd seen villages that 
were already owned hy the villagers. Yau know, it waa 


extraordinarily complicated. 


And ££ thaught that .... There was no opposition. The ides 
that it was a revolution was nonsense. I mean, it was 
happening. It was happening in any nunber of ways. The big 
landowners had gotten cut of land, anyway. The big money, ao 


to apeak, in Iran, waa not in iand. Many families had gotten 
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out of landowning and had gone to industry and investment and 


other forms of making fortunes. 


Villages were kept by the former landowning classes aa... 
H#limost as sentinentalitiesa ... they loved them. It waa a4 way 
af life that they enjoyed. It was a guieter lite. They were 
certainiy not in it for the prafit. They were .... In 
certain parts of Iran, there were people who were in the old 
way, but they were diminishing. And even there, there were 
reforms of agriculture ... and, human rights, yau might aay, 


or bettering the lite of the villager, was having an effect. 


And I was quite canvinced that the cadastral problema had 
been -- Abolhagan Ebteha} convinced me of thig -- that the 
cadastral probiessa ware ao complicated and enormous, that the 
brutal sainuplicity af the Shah’a land reform waa wrong. And 
that the ¢7> problen was .,. a8 & légqal matter wae much too 
complicated to handie the way they did. I thought that was a 
huge mistake, That one had to ... ane could not. ... meas 
around with inheritance thet cavalieriy, and one ceuldn*t use 
the argument that sao-and-so, the landlord, hadn't paid taxes, 
and therefore should be evaluated on tax actually paid. You 


know, that was... gort of a cheap shet, in @ sense. 
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But the general ideas in land reform, of having land owned by 
those who farm it, i838 4 perfectly sound propoaition. But 
there were complications. And those complications nade «a 


difference. 


But on the whole, I think even the suddenness at tha Shah’a 
land reform couid have worked out, had they paid attentian ta 
<7T?>, had they paid attention to the differences in viliagea. 
And had they worried shout the “khoasanashin”™, the 
diapossessed. Who very quickly became the urban poor that 


overthrew the regime. 


But even that, I think, was sanageahblea. Because in the Plan 
Urganizeation, whare agriculture wasn the iesat valued of ail 
of the sarees of aupport, they began to understand that that 
Was critically important, even though required time-franea 
were way heyond their usual achedules. They covid see 
buitiding a cement-factory in three or four yeasra, but 
changing the quality of life in 4 remote village would take 


ZO. And they had no capacity to plan for long-tern. 


The Literacy Corpa waa a fine idea -~ toe Bring ... atudanta 
out ~- urban students -- inte the countryside to learn their 
own country. But if waa iike our awn Peace Corpa, whieh ..- 


the qreatesat benetit if to the people who go to the country, 
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not 4... they really don’t bring much toa the village itself. 


But even in that srea, there were many prov zects that were far 
nore senaibly run -- and run by the Royal Family, you HKnaw, 
with the 4ssistence of people iike Ashrat in the lete stages, 
where they were working in Lureatan, and ac on. And they 
were deing sclid work. They were carefully surveyed and 


weaii-financed, and they becagse model projecta. 


But the biggest failing, of course, was political 
participation. And all of the niateakea that were nade were 
eaalily avercame if everyone says, "We're part af the 
Bistake.”" If mean, what becase evident at the end waa that 
&il mistakes were due to the Shah. I mean, that’s the way it 
turned out. There was only one persen to biame ... because 


everyane @lae had been excluded. That*a a great tragedy. 


GQ. If we may go back to part of your ares of observationa 
about Tran and your own career, what were some of the 
respontsibilities> ... your reaponsibilities when you left 


Fefahan and you went to Tehran? 


A. Well, my main responsibilities in Eafahan were, as ... 
wae to learn about Iran. Iwas sat the bottom of the 


diplometic ladder, and it was my firat post, and I wea given 
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enormous responaibility. But ... the ... sy dutiesa really 
were to learn. And in Tehran, I wae to help the anbsasador 
-- in everything from the mundane things af dipionacy, itke 
pratocol and preparation of nesasegea and things of that saort, 


to political reporting. 


But in Tehran itself, my main duties were political 
activities in Iran. Soa it was the political landscape, 
whetever it was. Moat of the embassy functions were divided, 
4268 in every embassy in the world: firat you da foreign osttfice 
contacts, then you have economic anaiysaisa of, you know, 
production of ateel-mnilis, cotton-mills, Just gazetteer kind 
of work. And my tagak waa to be ... fo learn and be conacious 


of what was happening politically. Which was wonderful, 


So, itt waa aimply a natter of trying to underatand what waa 
happening, and to do ansiyais of thet. And Iran at that 
point was totally open, and there was no inhibition. There 
waa certainly, in my view, no necessity for clandestine kinds 
af things, except, I aupposae, the wara that apiea heave with 
each other, and thinga of that sart. And, of course, the 


Soviet problem, and whatever. 


But politice iteelt wae open. There waa no reluctance ta 


talk about it. Even with the presence af SAVAK. 4nd my 
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activities ... i mean, f apent a let of time with people wha 
Were in the oppoaition ta the Shah, so-called. And the Shah 
Hinew about it, and .., I auppose on ane occasion was upset. 


But there waa nothing ..- nothing that realiy waa a prohien, 


GQ. During the apan of time you apent in Iran, from the tine 
you went to Esfahan til the time you left Iran, how did your 
observations change abcut the country, and the pecolie, and 

the politica, and the political figures? If they changed at 


all. 


A. Well, it did change, obviously, over time. I had one ... 
My firat contacts with Iran were for five yeara that I waa 
there. And than I came back every few years in the course of 
other things. And it fell out that I aaw Iran every few 
yesre. Seo it wae a good way of aaging what had happened. 
Because [ had ao many Iranian frienda, they would visit and 


stay with ua, in the United States. 


4nd I had 4& lot of correspondents. dAnd, as a scholarly 
pursuit, I waa very interested in Iran, anyway. And I did 
some writing on village “dowreha™, and thinga like that, 


but... 


i think Iran becane aore and nore suthoritarian .... In the 
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period when I £irat came to know it, 1959 -- even though in 
£9539 there was ... @fi poiitical activity was banned, and 
this stemmed from the Mossadegh period -- mtitl, it was a 
very lively poiitical climate. Because peopie were teating 
ideas. It was a time of frameworks. Anong the political 


ecientiata -- that world. 


The basic framework, I would say, when I came, wes weatern. 
Recognizably aco. In not saying that it waan’t Tranian, but 
I’m asying that the idea of pluraiitam -- put it that way -- 
wank Very atrong. That pluralism offered the best approach to 


having an ideal society. 


By the late “60a, Marxiat sodela were in vogue. In fact, in 
the early “60s I never heard any Marxist language, no 
dfjajectica or 4... except in philosophical talk. And they 
would know that it was Hegelian, or 1t waa Marxiat, or it was 
Communist. They would Know that. But by the late ‘60s, 
everyone talked in Marxiat terminology, including the 
religioua people, And no one talked talked in terna of 
conatitutionaliam or ... except for the Jebhey-e Nelli 
National Front>, because that’s the only way they talked, 
They had abandoned that. They were talking about Maoiat ... 
the argument was whether Macian waa better than Stelinian. 


And there were varioua ahades of ... ail of thet nonsenae. 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / William G. Miller. Interview recorded by Shahla Haeri, 7-25 March 1985, Medford, MA, U.S. A. 
Iranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


MILLER-2 


Wheress, in the mid-“60s, there waa talk of ... that the 
American nodel waa not possible because Iran waan*t rich 
enough. And the indian model was the approach. Because it’s 
the village atructure. [It’s that Iran’a future iay in a4 


¥Village-criented government and acciety. 


And with ofi, the Indian model disappeared. But it aiao 
diseppesred with democracy. Democracy as an approach among 
the intellectuals. In the writings that I would see and the 
taik that JI wouid hear, it was out. They ware talking about 
rejecting the Mcssadegh approach of gradusliam, and they had 


ta become guerilias, urban guarillas. 


SO, in the late “60a and “70s, I began to hear the talk of 
2a. “Our Fathera failed. Look what it’s got them -- prison, 
humiliation. They’re nothings.” And these are their aons, 
the sons of these very people, aaying, “We have toa hecome 
guerillas. We have to take matters into our own hands. Thay 
don’t ... they”ii Listen to ... force.” And the obvicus 
models, I suppose, are the romantic guerillas of the ... you 
know, Castro, Cha Guevera, and the ..-., and, I suppose, a lot 
of Maolat literature and terminology -- and sythology creaps 


in. 
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But the rejection -- the whole rejection of the West -- was 
Bomrething that waa evident by the end af the *60ea8. And the 
real moment, I think, comes at the coronation. And I dan‘’t 
kKnaw when the time of ... what*s hia ..-+? Ia it Ahmadi, the 


weat-toxification...?7 


Rt. General Ahmadi. J@lal Alii Ahmadi. 


A. Lf think it’a about that weat-satruckness ¢?T>, that’s what 


it ig, yeas. 


oO. cunclesar>. 


A. And that was a terrible thing, Ff thought. Among my 


ciosest frienda that ... they ..-. 48 much aa they would have 


preterred the pluralist approach, they thought it was beyond 


their capacity and cantrol. That it had passed to the more 


violent stage. 


But were you aware of theae things yourself? 


OG. Some, yes. »-»»,@ariy *60a, late “60e8.... 


A. Late “60a, yeh. 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / William G. Miller. Interview recorded by Shahla Haeri, 7-25 March 1985, Medford, MA, U.S. A. 
Iranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


MILLER-2 


a. You mentioned that you were present at the time of the 
upriging in 1963. What were some of your observations? Yau 
said you were actually in the atreeta. What were some of 


your abservationa, politicaily, and alan peraonaliy? 


A. Weli, the firat one is obvionaly cf danger. Because thia 
Wah 8 very serious matter. Here Traniansa were hilling 

Tranians. They were killing their own people. The military 
was killing its own pecple. This wae the armed forces being 


used against their own people. 


gd. With American-made ...t 


A. With American-made weapona. And, not only that, but they 


were firing buileta near ne, very near to ne. 


Q. American bulleta againat youf 


A. That*sa right. Wot only killing my friends, but killing 


ne, perhaps. But nao, it wae senseless. 


QO. Did you actually see anybody killed?T 


4, Yea. At the univeraity. Yeh. And I asaw the tanks at 


work. You know, spinning aon thelr tracks, and .... Wot a 
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good thing. Na. 


Maybe it wag accidental, But I lived downtown, anyway -- or 
the middle of town, at thet. point, which was in a little 
Kuche of Takht-e Jamshid. It was an old 19th century 

house, and it. had a4 hoae that had heen made ints 4 pool, and 
a ...» huge garden, for Tehran, that part af Tehran. It had 
kKhormalcu ¢Cpersimmon> and thousanda of roses -- it. 

Wee 4 beautiful garden. in fact., after we leit, s30me friends 
liked it go much, they moved in. Yes, it was a tovely oid 


house. 


o. <unclear> 


A. Yes. 


G. What waa the reaction of the American ambassy towards the 


uprigingt How wae that perceived there? 


fi. Well, as f think I indicated earlier, there was‘: “What is 
it?" They wanted to know what hed happened, who were these 
people, and why. And aga I told you, we were able to teli them 
who they were and what they were concerned about. But the 
enbasay tended to look -- and Washington tended ta look -- con 


it as @ fanatic uprising. And indeed it was. I mean, the 
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people who marched in ahrouds were fanatica. Sut they were 
able to stir up a lot of peopie who were not, that ia, the 
rasa-mob kind of actian. And it repreaeanted dissatiafaction 


with ea number of thinga, end that there waa discontent. 


But, because it was put down aa forcefully -- litaraliy, with 
force -- this seemed to be regarded as a sign of atrength. 
That dt shows the man has gute to face ....- And things were 
gQuiet. Khomeini was exiled. The whole notion of something 
like the time of General -- oh goodness, the one who wae 


asesaesaainated by the Fada’iyan in the “*S504,... 


o. 22. Manaour? WNo. 


A. Na, no. 


Oo. Raeazmarat 


A. Razmeara. Yes. That image, I think was raised 
historically. And of course, the assassination of Mansour 
was another.... Ageain, that waa hy a religious fanatic 
qraup, with deep relationships with the bazaar. It was again 
Been as fringe, you know, not mainatrean. And I think, fron 
the point of view of 1963, it waa fringe. And it was ... 


didn’t represent mainstream thinking in Iran. It waa a 
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desperate action on the part of a vary amall group that had 
been deeply offended by something that was terribly unjust. 
The sense of justice was very guch at isaue, but the 
cennectian beatween something the fanatic groups saw aa 


unjust, and injuatica ganearally, was never nade. 


Then, I suppoae, within the Iranian groups itaelf, at that 
point, the political groupa did not join with the uprising. 
Because they didn’t Know where it waa until it had happened. 
They had no part in it. It waan’t their uprising. and it 


was force. They were not people of violence. 


And I auppoare, you know, looking for parallela and so on, the 
force used by the religious fanatics and the force used by 
the military, by the regime, are paralleal. I mean, it was 
-.. drawing the battle brought them into contention -- and 
Power, Soa, .«.. and the group that did not have force at its 
comkand, or chose not ta use it, «was? cut of it. Soa tha 
groups that were for dialogue, and votas, and constitutional 
ruie, were simply not a factor -- in the realities of Iran. 
You had ta have the power of the gun. And, I suppose, that’s 
what the urban guerillas were saying. Thay had came to that 


canclusion. 


2. In @ span af ten yearat 
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A. In «a span of ten years. And rejactad thair fathera. I 


mean, that*sa.... Taen*t that what happened? 


QO. Ub hua. 


A. Not to mantion their grandfathers. 


fl) . <uncleer> 


i*d like to go back to & comment you made earlier, sabhout ware 


of the spies within the country. Couid you .... 


A. Oh, that’s overly dramatic, That simply refers to ... 
all of the nationa of the earth heave anies, and a lot of 
their work is to keep track oft thenselvea. And it’a ao.4aaa 

Whe ta apying om whom? And for wheat reasons? But that*a ali 


that ia meant By that. Nothing profound. 


@. No. J was wondering whether there were spies within the 
Iranian government. Like the SAVAR, and then the 


counterspies. 


A. Oh, yea. But that’s the Iranian structure, governmental 


atructure, baing atightiy paranoid. Watching the watchera -- 
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in ways that were hardiy encouraging te these being watched. 
There was ne mutual trust, it would seem. And the ultimate 
moment, Io wouid think, ia when Fardoust betraya the Shak. 
The man ciogesat to him. Entrusted with the superviaion of 
ali of that. But ... Yes. There doaan’t seem to be much 


nutual trust -- at the end. 


But, again, I can’t atress enough how up to the mid-"’S6Ya the 


willingness to accept was there, on the part of, I think, 


ealmoat all elements of society, including the religious. Do 


you think that’a wrong, or...7T 


Q. dAre you aaking ma? 


Aa Yom. 


GO. No. <Actusiiy, I’m quite interested in that, because I 


think these sre very good obaervationa. Thia was when I waa 


growing up cunclear>. 


A. Well, I was growing up taa. 


mo unclear?. 


A. No, literally. 
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Q. Nobody evar quasationed ..,. you Know, the lagitimacy of 
the Shah’s power. But that, you know, they were asking for 
gombe democratic Nehzat-e Meili, some channels to participate 


end expreas ... *unclear> And it’a very sad, you know. 


A. it is sad. There wes 30 Buch to be done, and he couldn’t 
possibiy do it. It waa eut of hia capacity -- of anyone’s 


capacity -- to do what ha reserved to hinaalt. 


QO. You mentioned something about .., the deadline for the 


debts. Did America not want te extend the deadline? 


A. it was a4 technical argusent, the whole buseinesa of 
refinancing loana, in order to .44+ The World Bank seta, 
imposes, saya: “All right, we’ll roli over the debt, if you 
do certain reformat: cut back on thia, and cut back on that.” 
And they argue about parte of those things. And governments 
tend to object te cartain provisiona es an infringement on 


Sovereignty ar personal pride, or saomething like that. 


And it became 4 point of principle. And the point of 
Principle really turned on whether there wsa confidence in 


Amnini ar nat. 
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Go. Whose contidence? America’s contidence? 


A. Yes. The Americans ... were reflecting aon a technical 
jevel the bank’s view, the neutral bankera and plannera, and 
go on and so forth, looking at it from ... if they were 
trying to get their loans paid on time. It waa that kind of 
thing. And what happens ia, there’s usually give~and-tske, 
and they say. “Well, ha’sa a good tellow, and he’s doing good 
things, and the economy wili riage. And you’lli gat your money 
hetter that way, if you give him #ome freedom.” I think that 


wae the ilasue. 


@. Bid the government coliapse after that <?> was not 


extended? 

A. Yea. And the programa that ware at isaue -- I can’t even 
remember what they were at the time -- they were important te 
Amini, but what it really meant was: “Truat ma.” And it aisc 


meant: “Trust my planners.” And it alsa meant: "Truat the 


parliament which is coming in. Trust the new electians.”™ 


That’a what it reaily neant. 


a. Did the Americana «unclear? nat trust anyone? 


A. They didn’t even understand the ramifications of it. 
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They saw it aa Amini/Shah. 


@. Well, why didn*t they «unciear> ? Wasan’t Amini working 


for the Shaht 


A. Oh, yes. But it became a4 part of the .... The Shah, at 
thet point, was very concerned that ... about his personal 
power. And Amini was reaponding to the cry from iota of 
groupe, including the National Front, but it was way beyond 
that, which waa: “Reign, not rulet’ And the prine miniatear 
must have cantroal over economic affaira. And he nust appoint 
his own ministers. So it was that asaertion of independence. 


And the Shah was saying, “No.” 


in fact, one of the budget-itema, I think, at issue, had te 
do with arms -- defence -- cut down on defence, raise 
agricuiture ..-.. Iocan’t remember. But it was a prioritiasa 
queation. And it wes alao an independence queation -- of the 
role of the prine ninister,. This was very revolutionary. 
There was no free parliament. And the Shah selected every 
aingle candidate in both parties that ran, and ... even then 


there was 4n argument. 


iL. <unclear> 
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A. Yea, He waa, And, af course, he was diatrusted hy 
others. because he worked with the Sheh, and there were 
Susapiciona of the Gajars, and ail of that. And he’d been 
“round @ long tine, had made enenies, naturally. But he was 
A remarkabie figure, I thought. Amazing. Vitality and 
flexibility -- as some gew it, too ouch, perhaps ....- But he 
Wee .... Lf think he underatood the Americana, toc. He was 
able te werk with them. Because he’d been using... he apoke 
English, 33 well as French, had been an anbaasador, and so 


on. 30 it waa 4 crucial point. 


But the irony ia that aome of those who made the dacision 
weren't aware of its crucial nature. Had it been reduced te 
the sinplicitieas of: "Be you stick with the Shah or not?Y™ ... 
it never needed to be placed in those terms. When it was 
niaced in thoae terma, American policy-nmakera, by habit, just 
ainply ... Bacause they would write these piecas thet would 
assy, “Attexy the Shah, what?" And they*d come up with no 
anawer, naturaily. “There*s no aiternative to the Shah,” 
they would say. As though out of a country of 45 million 


people, there vweren’t people af extraordinary ability. 


2. Did the Shah himself give that impression -- that the 


Americana had to choose between hin and ...7 
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A. Yea. Yes. And it’a perfactly underatandable. In an 
egocentric world, thet’s the way you pose your prohlema. 
Where there are no inatitutiona to depersonalize it, you 
become egocentric or ad hominem. It’*a all 
persanality—-ariented, rather than institution. And the whole 
idea of inatitution-building i168 to get away from those traps. 
Toa the extent that you can. We haven’t succeeded in this 


country, but ... 


@. You*re trying.. 


A. We try, yes. We try. 


@. Well, thank ycu. 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / William G. Miller. Interview recorded by Shahla Haeri, 7-25 March 1985, Medford, MA, U.S. A. 
Iranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 





ee 


HARVARD UNIVERSITY 


(CENTER FOR imp te EastEen Sruoies 
Inancan Onai History Project 


Dunector: Hagin Lajevarpl 
Paoozestne Soresvisoz: 414 SEBGHI 


Taancomiper: MARGARET DUBOIS 


Nargarok: WILLFAM &, MILLER 
Dare or Inveaview: MARCH ¥, 1984 


Place of Interview: MEDFORD, MA 


INTERYIFWEE: SHAHLA FARK] 
Tare Na; 3 
RestRicrians: HO QUOTATION WITHOUT THE PERMISSICGN OF THE NARRATOR 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / William G. Miller. Interview recorded by Shahla Haeri, 7-25 March 1985, Medford, MA, U.S. A. 
Iranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


a lea? Nee GF CRGNOCHIST 


Sttatiatiatiatatatatatiatatstteliatetate NARROTOR: MELLIN MILLER, WiLLIAM Wie eee 
wee ne nee eee nese TEN: ~ 2 ee eee eee 


ORIN, NOHAMMES-Re 2 

BeMHT CAS, CHARICE 
ECROUMAND, PBDI: ~AAHGGy 
SEN, PRESIDER? BWISST 
SF RAR 

ohn, OTR 

MORES, DEAROUDE 
*ASSOLN, AMER 

Mea ARTY 

“PU ONDS AES, AMEL 

NAT tit. PROT, THE SESOND 
Wikis, uth -HeEgA 


Cho, IKBRADTES OF THE 


— eT EE TT eS SES ee eee eee ee ee ee eee ea i aie iii i i ei i ia ei ia ei s— hi as = 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / William G. Miller. Interview recorded by Shahla Haeri, 7-25 March 1985, Medford, MA, U.S. A. 
lranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


MILLER-3 


HARVARG UNIVERSITY 
CENTER FOR MIDDLE EASTERN STUDIES 


IRANIAN ORAL HISTORY PROJECT 


Narrator: Wiitlian G. Miller 
Date! March 7, i985 

Place: Medford, Wa 
interviewer: Shahia Haeri 


Tape nar 3 


I suppose, because of the positions I had, over the 25 years 
ar so with Iran, that I*ve seen most, if not ail, of the 


leaders of Iran. And I’ve kept ... Ii*ve had the chance to 


see end heep in teuch with a number of them -- ail the war 
through. 

Oo. Stiil? 

A. Yea. But, the reasona are -- I just like them. ff admire 


them in some ways. Their children are the friends of my 

children, or .... My two sons were born in Iran, and ... sa 
we've seen e@ family grow up. So I’ve been selective in that 
way. And officially, I’ve seen the ... wntil the end of the 


regime, the Shah and his group when they have come to 
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Weaningten. Or in Iran, when we went on trips there. and 
had 4 chance to aee what they were doing, what they looked 


iLiike, and what their views have been. 


So I’d have to sey that my involvement has been of ficial and 
formal and purely personal and saccidental. I couldn’t get 


away from the involvenent. if I wanted to, AD saan 


But the pecple I found extraordinarily interesting -- because 
they are -- are people like Ebteha) and Amini, who had ao 
many sides to then. Juat ag human beings, they’re such 
interesting people. And demoneatreted such marvellous 


cheracterilatica of human Fehavior. 


But there"*ea such a variety. My cloaest frienda sre my own 
age, or a little older. Habib Knows them. It includes 
people jJike Cyrus Ghani, whot’a ..+. We are very close 
friends, But our friendship ia based on Shakespeare, and it’s 
based on baseball and American politica, and callecting 
hooka, for...- He has the greateat private collection in the 


world of Iranian bocke -- I don’t know if you know that. 


id . funciear * 


A. it’s in New York and London. Yeh, If think it is the 
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heat. I think I apurred him to atart it, because I have a 
pretty good coailection, myself. It*e nc janger anywhere near 


aa good as hia. 


O. IF have ¢7> too, 


A. Oh. Well, maybe you’re the beat, FTF don’t know. And he 
collects miniatures, and so on. He’s way out of my league in 
those things, but, again we share a Ict. And there are 


people... 


Well, like -- I don’t know what’s happened to your namesake, 


Haeri-Yardit 


wl. He“sa out of favor. 


A. Well, I’m aure he’s out of favor. But he’s ..,. I juat 


found Aim an absolutely delightful human being, a man of 


great learning and great humor, I thought -- a terribly funny 


nan. And then, Shaul Bakhash, and... 


gl, Shaul Bakhaah? 


A. And Haleh, his wife. We had a “doreh“ in Iran. We used 


ta see each other -- about nine or ten pecple -- it waa an 
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interesting grouping of familiiea from all over: scme oF the 
Farmnaniarmeaiang, and peaple from Shiraz and Eafahan, and ao 


OF; . 


And I know Shapour Bakhtiar, and ... his group: Mirfendereski 


and Borousmand, of course, who is a clese friend. 


But it’a mnainiy because £— like them. It’s nothing more 
complicated than that. Sut there are peopie Liike Daryoush 
Hamayoaun, who I like enormously: I’ve aiwaysa liked Baryouash, 
hecause [ think he’s 4 brilliant mind and an absolute 
dispassionate analyst. He hes the narvellous ability to saae 
accurately, and even if he himself is doing the opposite. 
4nd he knows that he’a doing the opposite, and ...., And hea 


an interesting human being, very intereating. 


And I even find Ardeshir Zahedi and those people interesting, 


tec. 


O. Hid you know Zahedi peraonaliiy? 


A. Oh, yes. And Daryoush’s wife is Zahedi’*s siater. That. 


marriage is late,.... 


But these things come in atages. You know, there are very 
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different levelia. There are littie peaple, you know, asa far 
as prestige ar power, in Eafahan, and so on, that were very 


deyoted tao. 


QO. @hat are gone of your observations of the politicai 
events that tock piace at that particular tine when you were 
in Iren? You know, certain things happenad. it would be 
interesting if you said something about the local pelitica, 
or the tension between the local politics and the central 


government, if you have any obeervationa an that? 


A. Oh, there waa «a great deal of tension. Ail of the 
intricacies of political activities were ohvioueliy closely 
underataod hy anyone who waa interested, inctuding the king 
4nd people in the Court. They wouid knew in detail about 
so-and-so, whether he waa se Saieh or Sadighi or Bazargan, 
they would know what they were doing. It waa 4 compulaion. 
And whatever it waa they were doing, they didn’t like it, 


because they were doing something. 


It was 4 threat because ...- J] think, paychaiogically, 

probably, beacause of the relationship te Mossadegh. Sanecne 
who had riaen above and diaplaced,. Anything that related to 
Lhet wad sopehow a defeat. Jt’s related to a defeat -- or a 


humiiiation -- and that haa to be pert of the explanation. 
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And in human terma, that’s always difficuit to overcame. The 
revenge and the sense of insecurity that a iosa of that Kind 
bringea upon «4 aan ia never really avercone. That haa to 
expiain some of it. But even the people who had nothing to 
do with that ... anyone who was not in a subservient position 
was a threat, <Any kind of independence that was not 
Bubmiasaaive. That became 4 characteristic. So there waa 


certainly a deep .... 


<telephone> 


But the intricacies af the first parties after ... in “55 and 


in “60, the Melliyoun Party and -- goodness, what waa the 


other? 


G. Kardon? 


A,» Mardom, Meliiyoun. Yea. And how people decided whether 


they would be 4 Mardom or 4 .... 


a. <unclear > 


A. Right. But I think the answer to your intitial question 


is that this was an ere of peraonal politics. Litearaliy, 
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they were the peraons. There was never the idea of large 
voting blocka organized in anything that locked like a party. 
It was only evident in about 1963, when the National Front 
had ©& cangresasa, in which they put forth «a platforn, and they 
had the apectrum of viewa from Bazargan ta, I sauppogae ... who 
woutd be furthest on the lett I auppose Forouhar waa the 
furthest on the left at that point. Only because he had been 
= iabor minister, I suppogze. Ajong with Bakhtiar, but he was 
not as far lett, because he was a tribal person, so.... Then 


Sadighi and Saieh and the middie-of-the-rosd typea. 


But their numbers, as far as political orgenization, was only 
in the thousands. And they were mostly univeraity and 


protessional people. 


And certsinly the Rastekkiz or Nansour’s efforts vere 
nothing. I mean, there wes nothing. They were only behind a 
persgsonaiity, and they were there Because there was nothing 
elae. This wasn”t a atructure. Although the idea of taking 
advantage of the technocrats and the educated saeeanad to be a 


solidifying force. It wes a natural grouping anyway. 


sO reaily, ali thraugh the period, until the urban guerillas, 
waa personality -- individuals. And they were easy to keep 


track of, [f auppoae, by the Shah. But, in saying that, there 
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Waa very little engagement between them, even though there 
were attempts at diacnasions, usually on mattera of 
imprisonment. But ... 30 you’d have to sey there was na 
political life at all -- except those things that people 
would occasionally have at great riak. Until they’d decide 


to go underground, compietely. And it’s a pity. 


QQ. What were aome of the issues that were of concern to the 
Bstahanis and to the politicians in Esfahan, thet were not in 
accordance with, you knaw, the viewa, the issues, that were 
discussed in Tehran? I mean, what were aomea af the major 
pointa of contention between the politicians of the two 


citiesat 


A. Well, I think thea major feeling was that Tehran was 
extracting from Esfahan money, and they were getting nothing 
in return, and that they were interfering with their own 
controi and growth, and aco on. It was an old -- they were 
oid argumenta, that the Eafeahanisa know better than Tehran 
what to do in Fatahan, and ii they’d leave ua alone wed be 
richer, and everyone would he happier. But let cur own 


people da it. 


And a0 politically the argument hecarne: “Let Esafahania 


represent Fafahan in Tehran. Don’t impose from Tehran. Let 
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vse be involved. We have iasues which we can speak to 
ourselves, and we’d like toe be a part of the government.” 
and their, you knaw, their cwn tradtition of being involved 


in the Consetitutional Revolution. 


And the idea of distinctness -- that they’re different. And 
you find that everywhere in Iran, anyway. They*’re proud of 
being from somewhere elae. And that’s good. There’s nothing 


wrong with that. 


But, faa fear aa the arguments of satate, high policy, 
international relations, I don’t ... the Esfahanisa didn’t 
worry about that. They had views, hut ... thoaa were not the 
questions. The queationa really had to do with their own ... 
about their involvameant in politica ... they concerned 
thensseivea. And that was 4 common iasue, throughout Iran, I 


thought. 


And to choose their own leéesders, you Know, Jet them nake 
theiy own judgnenta about who should represent them.... I 
Buppese it was again thet sgyense of trust and law-abiding .... 
The idea of Tehran-imposed <t> was certainly ... Gifficult. 
But that waean*’t #9 MnajJor queation. ff was a atructural one, 


but not an intellectual one. 
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When you pose the question that way, it reduces the gravity 
of the queationa reality to «a few -- just to one. Which ia 
participation. That seena to be the major question. It was: 
“Why dan’t you let ua participate in our deaatiny? Why don’t 
you truat us?” And it’s the dignity, I suppose, the 
gQueation: “Why can*t we be a part of the game thing without 


being aubaervient?” The uprightneaa of ...: 


Qa. Woauid you be involved with any of the gajor political 
Figurea ..,. weli, firat in Fafahan? Could you mention 


those,...7? 


A. You, Sure, 


Q. And alas, nay I ash you to describe aome of your 


observationa? 


A. Well, they were ao-cailled major political figures because 
they were major ... they were fron major families or 
occupations or ... they were the natural ilesders, given the 
aociety, And what that impiles ia not esinpliy having a 
geneaiogy they can trace, but having 4 fortune, noney, and 
taking advantage of their positian to ... with a certain 


vitality. They do reflect vitality. 
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In the ald .,. the laat ahreda of the pravioug dynaaty, the 


GQet3ars, was Saram Adolieh. 


a. Saran AdoiliehtT 


A. Yes. He was... a governor. He wae the gatandar 
<gavernar> of Esfahan under the Qajers. And he was atill 
alive. He was thought to be very pro-Sritish. <A man about 
Whom there were many tales! that. he had snurderad hie rother, 
or caused hia mother to be murdered in hia sight. Terribly 
brutal and rapacious, but you would never know it. He waa 
the nosat elegant, courteous, civilized hunan being yau would 
ever neet. And remarkebly talented chiidren, some cf whom 
became murderers, some cof whom were great social workers in 


the community. 


Gt. Kurderers? 


A. Yea. One of the song was 4 aurderer, yes, murdered .... 
Again, it was a... you know, murdering his wite or something 


like that. But, you know, paople of enormous acale. 


Then there were the Nikpay -- you know Gholam-Reza, who was 
Bhot by the Khomeini group, the mayor. Hia fathar, Izez, waa 


4 minister in Gavar-oa-Saeitaneh*s government. <aAnd he was 
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related -- ha was a Gajyar, of course, and in the ... orbit of 
the old ways -- a lovely oid hovee. A few villages that were 
just beautiful beyond belief. And married at the age of 73 «a 
Swias wife of about 270. It was a real love affair -- it waa 
interesting. They were very fond of each other. He was very 
kand. 4nd he aoaught to show me the old Iran. It was a 


lovely, beautiful experience. 


But major farnilieas were those with new energy, out of the 
hazeaar: the Anin family, Reza Amin. Hia father, Hadji Amin, 
wae 4 bazaeri of the old atyle, but very alegant in the oid 
way. And Reza, of caurse, wHs a nuciear physicist. And a 
man of great competence and abiiity. They were 4 prominent 
family and inveated weli: a cement factory, and other 


factories of one kind or another. 


And there were various relatives around that nexus. There 
Were all the Kazrerounle, whoa had various milis, and #20 on. 


There were dirty Kazeraunia and clean Kazercunis. 


i. <unc lear> 


A. But all of theae faniliea were involved in politice in 


one wey or another. Because it was ... because they ware the 


dominant, most powerful people juat by income and activity 
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and 8o on. And they were close to the mullahs -- even the 
dummy Iman Jo*meh appointed by the ... who was not the moat 
important mulla#h, obviously, in any city, but .... They ail 
had their relationships, they would nake contributions to the 
mnoaquesa, for the upkeep, and for the peor, and thinga of thia 
gort. Or tor the reze-h and the sourning paradea and 


ail of that. Ij gaaw aii of that in Eatahan. 


oO. “unelear>tT 


A. Sure. €unclear> and the great Hoaseiniya <*tT> Bbuaineaas, 


which ia.... 


Qa. <sunclesar> all these processions? 


A. Oh, year. 


@. I mean, these important families also participated? 


A. They would pay for it. Ne. Their servanta would 


participate, But no. They’d watch. And tha wives would go 


and mourn at the roze-h. 


But JT thought it was beautiful. I waa interested te ... And 


they took great pride in doing it well. As a Fitual it was 
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vary, very interesting. 


And then, #eeing them in the villages waa interesting, toa, 
because there were variations -- all kinda of other stories 
woudd creep in, usually from Shahbnameh. They’d he 


totally un-Islamic .... 


QW. Was there ever a time when you had conflicting <¢?> 
feelings about what was going on, or your own perception 
about. the situation in Iran, and what the American anbasay or 


ambaseasdor seemed to be doing? 


A. Oh, yea, almoat all the time. Yes. My view wae that it 
was in the Anerican intereat to encourage the Shah to open up 
and to accept the ..., particularly the western-educated 
groupa. There Was é@very reason ta do that. They were the 
moat competent. They were pro-weatern. They were 
jlevw-abiding. They were constitutional. There was every 


argument for doing it, and it wae insane not toa. 


And the counter-argument waa: it’a not our country: the Shah 
fa in control; we don’t know enough about what would happen 
if he loat control -- the Communiata might take over: and sa 
on and so forth, so 4.4.4. It waa dealing ... it waa an 


argument of aaying: “It’s easy to deal with what we have. We 
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know this guantity, and there are uncertainties thet would be 


#2t riak,”™ 


And my argument would go further, that ... im a countering to 
thia, to sey: “Well, you do know what*s happening. The 
eamntry’a changing. Theae are different people than their 
Fathers. They have enormous capacity. If it’s not used 
eceaonstructiveliy, it’*li be used destructively. And if you 
really helieave in democracy, and aince we are ao heavily 
involved, it jdan’t 4 case af *we’re just ohservers." We ara 
partially reeaponaible, becauge of the chain of eveanta, aone 
of which were not af our choosing, but we have a roie. We 


have iniluence. 


“By doing nothing, that“s 4 choice. It isan“t ... it has 
conseguencea -- t6 do nothing. Whereas Italy is gsinply there 
aa 6 ... it doean*t matter what they think. And iz they do 
nothing, it doean*t matter. But if we dao aonething or do 


nothing, it does matter in iran.” 


And at that point, 1t wes certainly true. And I think it was 
true right up until the end. So sy view was that we should 
be unatraid of saying what we belive in, and encourage tha 
sheh to move in those directions. And that it waa nothing 


»~ey. that it did not have gericua riaka. That it would 
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strengthen tha relationship. 


But. «.. EF think the other view prevailed heacause of a lack of 
Knowledge of Iran. And the ... unwillingneas to riak going 


into areaa they didn’t know about. 


bo ny position waa that all the way through -- right to the 
end, beceuse i was saaked im Carter’s time, when I was in the 
Senate, to ... what my views were. FI toid them -- the same 
mesgage. Io said, “You can’t be for human rights uniesaa 
you’re for political participation of people who balieve in 
human rightea.” He said, well .... And again, the response 
wae -- it was a complicated ane -- was that we have to deal 


through the Shah. 


The Carter administration wea in great difficulty becausa the 
people who were mast involved im the Middie East, that ia, 
Vance and ... were aympathetic, you know. I think Vance wea 
Symnpethetic to opening up the political preceas in Iran. He 
waa bhuay with the Arab-Jaraeli dispute. And so waa the 
assiatant secretary, Saunders, who waa also very aynpathetic. 


And Arverinaki.... 


So the cld habit of saying: “The Shah ia the way" was simply 


followed. And the Shah and Carter personally goat siong, I 
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gueas. Just the way heada of atate tend to, because they’re 


heada of atate, 


And the Shah wae 4 very attractive man, in many waya. fi 
found him so. He waa ... @ man of many accomplishments. An 
intereating person, in many wayasa. And he would be, I would 
think, toa most peoapie. And an ettractive wife, and ... a lat 


of economic ..., He was the economic wonder of the warld. 


i. The world? 


A. Yeh. Well, now -- I’ve just been to the United Arab 
Fnireates, several tines. What’a happened there ia 
unbeliavahle. T went to ... I saw Abu Bhabi in 195690, +trom a 
ghow -- mud huta. And now it*s the soat apectacular city -- 
beyond any place aon earth. There’s no poverty. The 
gacliety’a totally trenatformed -- ali within 19 years. And 


atili ruled hy the Sheikha. 


Q. But those Sheikhe sean to be .., wiker,. 


A. Some of then are, yes. 68ut it*s, you Know, it*“a only ia 
years. And @veryone haa ... it*a the highest per capita 
income in the world, and everyone has a Mercedea, and -~- at 


least one Mercedes -- an air-conditioned house, and the 
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Children are going to university. They still have camela. 
No one worke. JIt*’s a rentier society. What“’a going 


ta happent 


Iomean, it’a everything that happened in Iran aa far aa the 
boom, but squeezed in 19 years. It happened in Iran over 70 


yeara, the change. 


@. Were you disillusioned with American policies in Iran? 


A. Disiliusioned .... Well, I*d thought thet we were making 
a very large ... 8 huge miatake. And I won’t say 
“disiilusioned,” I was terribly disappointed that they didn’t 
see if the way I aaw it. But I have to think it was my own 
failure to purauade that head something to da with it. But, 
no, I think it’a very human, what happened, Because ... it’a 


very American: if it werks, dan*t fix it. 


It’s what happened in the U-2,. Do you know thie ...?7 Wall, 
in the late ‘*Sda, fram 1955 to 7606, we had an airpiane -- it 
wae called the U-2¢ -- which could fly very high, up above 
70,000 feet or 80,000 feet, and photograph the Saviet Union. 
And 1t waa the way we kept track af anlasiiea, and so oan. And 
it became ciear that the Sovieta had developed anti-aircraft 


that ecoauld shaet it dawn, hecause the old santi-aircratt wes 
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effective only up to 60,000 feet. So they developed one 


which went up 100,000 feet, or sacmething. 


So the logic wast if they have a gun, they*’ll shoot it down. 
And the governnent. aaidcg, “They heaven*’t shot it down yatt So 
well keep flying them.” And the Sovieta did shoot one down 
in Geargia -- it waa not far fram Tran. And they captured 
the piiot. They found it was 4 apy-airplene taking 
photegraphs. And Eisenhower, who wae president, denied that 
it waa taking place. And then AKrushchey held up 4 piece of 
the airplane, and the piiot confessed, and it waa terribly 


embarrassing. 


But wa’ve gone on from that. Now we have satellites, oan bath 
aides, saying that thie 1a ali right, and that it’s a good 
thing rather than a bad thing. But it’a the fallacy of: if 
it. works, don*t change it, even if the evidence ia that it’a 


going to fall down. 


The disappointment for ne waa that we didn’t put enough value 
in cur own beliefs to stand by then. Were anti-Communist, 
and that’a .... Why can’t we be for democrata, for democracy? 
We believe in our awn syatem. Particularly in «a country that 
wanted to go that way. And gently. It waan"t a case of 


radical change -- it was very graduel. That was all that waa 
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required in Iran, I thought. It waan’t revolution. Although 


I was cf the view that Iran was in 4a revolutionary atate. 


a. You were? 


fi. Yea. In the senae that it had atearted in 1850 with the 
tebaceco ... the tobacco revolution, and that it waa a country 
trying ta find ite own equilibrium. And that ali of these 
explosions along the way were -- there was coup/‘counter-coup, 
coupfcounter-coup -- but there was one constant, and it had 
te de with ceneatitutionaiitem. Even now, with Khomeini, he 


haa a conatitution. He can’t eacape that. 


And that what consatitutionaliam impliaa ia the sane thing as 
fundamentaiian, namely equity. Fundanentaliam 18 a4 
nan-institutional way af expresaing it. It’s primitive. It’s 
saying, "We want a fair deal. We want justice. We want 
respect for fanily. We want dignity.” And it’s unformed. 
Coneatitutionalism is the next stage, where it’s formed. And 
the tragedy ia that fundamentaliam sweeps away, or tenda toa, 
complexities. And the complexity that Iren had forsed for 


ltself waa conatitutionalisn. 


So it*a not quite awept away. And it’s not neceasarily 


inconsistent. Although religious fundanentaliam can be. 
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Clericaliam. Which I think is very tanporary and alian to 
the franian ... saciety, really. I don’t see how puritanical 
cClericaliam can peraiat. It’s juat not in the nature of 


irzraniana, JI don’t think. Even for mulianhs. Da you? 


Oo, Noa, You know Hafez asya: “MNulieaha sppesr one way and 


hegin another.” 


A. Wali, that’s ali human beings. 


GQ. Thank you very nuch. 
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@. Mister Miiler, let me begin by asking you abaut the 
Previous anmhassadars in Tran. In the order of their 
aseaignment, who were the ambasaadora under which you served 


in JIrant 


A. Well, I served very brietiy under Wailea, and than during 
Jutius Holmes” tenure. I knew several of the aiucceeding 
ambassadors, but I didn’t serve under them in Iran. Sc the 


2»... Wery briefiy under Wailes, and Holmes. 


ol. Could you tell me the length of the tenure? 


A. Well, Wailes was only there for a few months. At the end 


at 19555. 4nd with the Kennedy admintatration, Holmes came ta 
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Iran as the ambassador. And he was there through ‘64, 


og. Ia it Julian Heimes?t 


A. Julius <&. Holmes, 


@. Bleéease describe tha background and particular 


Characteristics of each af ther. 


&. Well, I didn*t know Waties very well. Mainiy beacause he 
was embasseader in Tehran while I was in Eatahan. and ao the 
geographical distance was a reason for not Knowing him well, 
But I know him by reputation. He had # long Familiarity with 
the eres, and waa thought to be ... aympathetic ta the 
countries and peoples in the ares. He was a career 
foreign-service officer, diplomat. But during the time that 
he wae there, he hed a relatively iow profile, and was not 
regarded, it seems to ne, 48 One of the dynamic anbaasadora 


thet the United States has had -- toa Iran. 


Holmes, on the other hand, wae ane of the very top American 
diplomats, with a long and distinguished career, He had 
wanted ta come to Iran at an earlier tine, but had been 
prevented because of politica in Washington. He was 4 person 


whoa was highiy intelligent, very skhailliui in the Sureaucratic 
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Weye of the American government, 8nd soneone who was in 
charge af hia embassy. He knew all the various elements that 


were anvolved, and wanted to he in charge. 


Hea was 4 general in the Second World War, serving with 
Hurphy, who waa one of the key aidea to Bisgenhower. and he 
was involved in tha landing in North Africa by submarine, and 


was a very dashing kind cf peraon. 


I knew him quite well hecauee his san was a close friend of 
nine. We anterec the foreign service together, and weve 
Been triends ever since. His soan’s now an ambasasadar in 


Portugal. 


He wanted to coma to fran hecause he thought Iran was 
importent. it. waa not sigpiy 8 random aesignment. And he 
Was gent there because Kennedy and Secretary of State Ruak 
thought that he would do 4 good job, and had the atature to 
be able to relate te the Shah. That was geen aa ane af hia 


quaiaties. 


fe ran what might be described az a vary tight ship aa an 
enbeaassy. He knew averything that was going on. He insisted 
that he know. He made it ciear that the primary relaticonahip 


with the Sheh would be through him, and nat through others, 
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the military or other people, as hed been the case in the 
past. And he encouraged as fuli an activity By the embassy 
aa poseaible, neaning that he wanted tao be aware of the full 


renge of Iranian opinion, because he telt that waa iaportant. 


And whale hia own relationships were vary ciaga to the ragine 
itself, he encauraged cantacts -- not only cantacta, but deep 
knowledge of every sector af Iranian society. So he wee an 
ideal sambassadcar from my point of view. He reaiiy wanted to 
know the nature of the country itself, without being 


Ranipuiative. I think he was the right kind of ambassador. 


He waa very good with the oftficera in the esbaaasy, becaugaa he 
ancouraged them to do their beat. And he was very secure in 
hia awn personality, aoa that he would encourage bright people 
to do their work. He was never intinidatead Hy anyone, either 
in fran or in Wesahington, #0 he did it as he saw the 
Bituation. So I think he was a good ambassador, a very good 


one. 


cl. Why, and in what gense, was iran important from his point 


of view? 


A. Well, I think it wes the clasaic western ana Anerican 
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View ot Iran, that he thought that fran had great atrategic 
importance. He was very sensitive ta the importance ot 
Iranian oii. H® was very gaenaitiva to ita geographicai 
iocatian near the Soviet nian. He underatoad the Peraian 
Guilt interest tor the west. But, more important than that, If 
think he aaw Iran 48 2@ great nation, that sahoaulid be aliiad to 


the west. 


He waa very intereated in ita culture. He and hia wite were 
qreat admirars of Persian art, and they collected a lat, as a 
matter of fact. And were keenly interested in archseoclogy 
and monuments, and s0 on, and travelled a great deal to do 
that. No, I think they saw Iren 48 8 WRajJeOr nation oft the 
world that should be aliied with the west -- that it waa in 
aur intereatsa, fran avery point of view. And I think he 
liked JTraniana. He had wany Iranian friaends&, in the tircles 


that he naturally had to work in. 


I think he reflected Washington, too. Washington believed, 
as he did, that Iran was vitel, Because of ita cil and 
gaographic location, ite population, and historical 
importance, SO that he reflected Washington’s view of Iran’a 


importance. 


‘a. In whet way, it any, did the US role in Iran change 
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during the tenure ot the ambassadors you served? 


A. Well, what. changed very crucialiy, If think, during that 
pericd was the atrength of the Shah’asa regine. When I tirst 
cane, in 1955, it waa clear that there was 4 great. deai of 
uncertainty in his own confidence about being a Sheh. And by 
the mid-GOa, particularily after the Amini episode, end alsa 
the exiita af Khemeini, and the beginnings cf land reform, 
that his senate of what a Shah should do changed. He became 
Jjesa tantative and far wore sasertive in the direction of 


abeaciute rule. In that way it changed 


The US position towarda Iran didn’t change satrategically: the 
attitude towards the Shah dad. Ur the belief fron 
uncerteinty to certainty retlected hie own changa of 
thinking. That night he one way of Putting 1t. That. when he 
teit confident, the American position reflected that 
contaidence. When he was uncertain, it reflected his 
uncertainty. Sea the identification of United States nolicy 
towarda [ran with the moods of the Shah 14 an interesting 


Paraliel, 


On the other hand, the sense of other forces at work in iran 
-- other aspects of the iranian polity -- I think grew lease 


Senaitive. As the confidence in the Shah grew, the 
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Senagitivaity to the nuances of Iranian politics grew more 


oehtuse,. Which if @& curious irony. 


The relationahipa between the ambaasadora and the Sheh were 
very intinate, 1n the #@enas that there were regular meetings, 
quite frequent -~ and this was at the request of the Shah -- 
an which they would confer about the atate of the world and 
the ateate of Iran, and an on and soa forth. This was the 
eccaBian ta give advice, opinions, and views, 4&3 weil as to 
petition for ... oar to conduct Sueainess between the two 


natians. 


But the Shah did this with any number of people, as you Know, 
the British ambassador, and other individuals whe he turned 
ta tor advice. He was alwaya open, at least in the time that 
ij observed at, tao visiting journaliste, wise men, or 
experienced gen of various Kinds, whether it was trom the 
great banks, or journalism .... The people wha would came to 


iran, the leaders of the worid, for touriam or publicity. 


a. How often would the US ambassador have an @udience with 


the Shah? And what were the uaual items on the agendas? 


A. Well, we*ve just covered that. But, as has been 


indicated ian any number of other piaces -- Heine speaks of it 
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in his book, and I think Sullivan talks abeut it in his Book 
-- the ... and i*m sure the records af the Miniatry of Court 
would show the @xact nusbera, But it waa quite irequent -- 
at jieast every few weeke. And certainly no leas than every 


month. 


But the nature of the meetings were s0 nuch business between 
Tran and the United Statea that they would conduct a iat af 
the formalities, because the government af Iran at that tine 
wae eo highly centralized in the Shah himaelz, there wae no 
other way to get decisions, or to conduct business, except 

through the Shah, because that was the way the Shah ran the 


eountry. 


So that was the primary thing. And the degree or friendship 
or intimacy that might grow up between the anbsassadora realiy 
depended on the peraonalities. And probably the age and the 
politiace of the individual ambassador, or what have you. And 


the politica of the adminiatration. 


i think the Kennedy adniniatration waa looked on somewhat 

suspliciovaly by the Shah and the Court, at least initially, 
because of ... the attitudes of Kennedy himsgelit, and preople 
like hia Brother, Bobby Kennedy, who had come to Iran at an 


earlier atage with Juatice Douglas. And they were Known to 
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Rave aympathized with the student oppesition te autocratic 


rule. 


4nd the Kennedy White House had people who were very 
interested in the phenomencn otf rising elites -- “The New 
Ben” I think was the term they used eat that point. And their 
ratural intereat wae in people from [ran wha they had gone ta 
Universities with. And it was that identification, perhaps 
the first time in Iran in that number, where there were many 
Btudents who went to the United States, who were coming inte 
poaitiona of inffuence in Iran, particuiariy in the Plan 
Organization, and in the economic sphere, and, to some 
extent, the miiitary, the rising otficera who had been 


trained in the United States. 


They, in the United States, idantifiad with thease younger 
people wha were their claaanmates, and they knew and shared 
aiecussiansa with, and ao an. So they were people like ... 
well, ali of the Ebtehaj) group certainly, some of whom became 
ministers, and in ane case, prime miniater -- for a short 


period. 


Sa I think there was an unease. Aut Holmes himself, being an 
Older rman -- he was in his tate 60s8 -- and conservative in 


his own views, and a mnititary man, softened some of the 
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Buspliciaon of the Kennedy administration. And I think hia own 
ViGWS Were .., BOMNe@WhAt different than the views of the 
younger people in the Kennedy White House. snd the Shah must 


have underatood that. 


o. in these meetings with the Shah, were ITrenian domeetic 


paliticas ever diacuasaed? 


A. Certainiy, insofar as they affected the United States. 
And very often f[ranian politics did. But certainly the 
Primary focus was on the US-Iranian relationahig. The 
question of political perties or internal political change 
and growth was of interest inaosfar as it affected atability. 
Oy whether it waa, inf #8OnNe ¢c4asea, anti-American, where there 
Waa xenophobia of aome Kind. But in that period there was 


not much of that. 


i thank eat the level of the ambsagador, certainiy, the 
exchanges were relatively formal, and on matters that were ar 
direct concern between the two countries. But there was a 
jet of busineas between the two countries, In every aapect 


of Iranian life. 


Ww. Which of the US officiaia would have regular audiences 


with the shah? 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / William G. Miller. Interview recorded by Shahla Haeri, 7-25 March 1985, Medford, MA, U.S. A. 
Iranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


MILLER~4 


A. Well, as ft recall, there would be the military. And, in 
S0mne@ cagea, there would be meetinga with the inteliigence 
peaplie., And there would be regular meatingsa, on occasion, 
With a@canomic assistance people -- it would depend on the 


time and the aubject. 


The Shah seemed ta ask for meetings with people who were in 
charge of rather large cancerns of his, and he turned to then 
for reports and advice an the phasis of his own intereste. 
That. seemed to be the pattern. And he, ar esupeEr mat 
reguiarly with other embassies to sound their views. And he 
seemed to he rather syeatematic shaut that, to get & sense of 
the views of the weat, @#¥ven Bome sense of enbassies that were 


not ao friendiy. 


@. What do you remenber about the imprisonment of General 
Gharani? It was said that he and Dr. 4mini were attempting 
to get US support for 43 new government. Can you shed some 


Light on this? 


A. Trias took place in “S957 Yea. Thia took place before if 
arrived. And I ... oniy iearned of some oft the detailia af it 
iater, and largely from Iranians. And I’m very hazy on the 


details now. But if I recall correctiy, the real issues had 
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te do with the scceptability aft those who had Mossadeghiat 
AYMpataAles at that point. And that m&y have been a test of 
how the Shah, the Americans, and ao on, reacted to that. It 


Was & kind at litmus taat. 


But because that happened hetore I arrived, I really don’t 
heve any direct knowledge of that. But, as I say, Bo many of 
thease things that affected the internal Iranian gituation, 
and particulariy opposition politics, I°d learn mostly fron 
iranians. Far more from Iranians than I did from my own 


colieagues. But that’s not surprising, 


@. What abcut the charge that he and Amini were attempting 


to get US aupport for the new governsent 7 


A. Welt, ... IF can’t speak to Genersl Gharani because f 
dqdidn“t Know him. But Amini I came to Know personaliy to sone 
extent, and aisao he wae such 4a prominent tigure during the 
time [T was there. I think, genuinely, his position was in 
the direction of the conatituticnaliatea, and that he was not 
anti-Shah, he was for a better reflection of Iranian 


political interests in the government. He wanted stability. 


He wae certeinly pro-weatern in the genae that he aaw f[ran‘’s 


gaecurity enhanced by that more then with any alignment with 
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the Soviets, certainly -- Ae was enti-Soviet. And I think he 
could easiiy have gone in a direction of non-alignmeant, if 
that, in hia own calculisationa, would enhance I[ran’s 
Btability. But at that point. it seems to ne, he helieved 
that 4 pro-weatern, pro-American alignment waa in Iran’s 


intereats. 


He had been in the United States, and he was very well-known 
to the world of weatern officials, and what have you. He wae 
Very prominent hinsel?t. I think that his position, as [I aaw 
directiy and aa othere have toid me about it, was trying toa 
urge the Shah and to create poiitical circumstances which 
Would broaden the political base. That hig role was always 


a3 4a coalition-Bbulider. 


Hie sppreach, ef course, depended on hia own dorehs 

and the people that he knew, and had done busgineas with 
politicaiily. 30 hia circle was certainly historically 
constrained. But he reached out to -- it seemed to me -- the 
National Front. And urged, at cratical points, dialogue, at 


® Miniaum, and involvement and participation an other 


accasaiona. I think he saw hiaself as -- particulariy iater 
in his lite -- as a hridge between the oid regime and the 
fie 
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He waa a very dynamic character. Ali of the Towtigh 
chearacterizations of hin were not only amusing, but there waa 
aome truth to them. <A dynamiam and humor in the man which 


Wee very appaaling.- And very ciever. 


Yeas. iT would think he would easily be involved in novementa, 
at any point in that period, with broadening the political 
baae. But certainiy not in a violent way. It would always 
have to be by consensua, by agreement, that iff was a sensible 
thing to do. And he gaaw the Americans 23 having a very 


important role in achieving consensus. 


@. What role, if any. did the US ampbasay play in the 


formation of the Nelliyoun and Mardom Partieart 


A. Again, this happened hefore J came. But J think the 
model of the United States political system was certsainiy in 
the Shak*s mind. And reinforced by Americans themselves. 
The Americans believed that their system was a good ane. And 


that ... they alsa conversely believed that many parties waa 


B bad ides -- the French model or the ftalian model. And 
that the American model sand the British model —-- that ia, 
Party in power and a layal opposition -- would fit Iran. 


And many politicel scientists. so-cailed, and many Iraniana 
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whe had studied in the United Statea, or who had served in 
the United States as diplomats ar businesamen, what have you, 
were of that view. And aa I think there’a a baaia tor thoae 
wha maintain thet the Shah get the ides from the American -- 
and the British -- experience, I think 18 fair to aay, and 


Was encouraged in it by the Americans. 


4nd there waa certainly advice about how Americana set up 
parties. And how they canducted politics. But that was 
largely at the level of direct experience by Irenians 


themselves. 


The great problem of the Nelliyoun and Nardonm parties ia that 
they started with no political hase at ali. They were 3ust 
personality, in the tirat instance, there was mo .... But, L 
BZuppose, the caunter-argunent isa you have to atart somewhere, 
and Aince moat parties in Iran were .... There was no such 
thing 42 a party except poaaibly the Tudeh. They were 


personality groupa and old patterns of behavior. 


The ides of party equalling hezb ¢<party>, I don’t 
think became a reality, really, untii -- well, for a moment, 
Perhaps, in the Moseaadegh period. But not until the Khomeini 


revolution. 
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tal a Piesaae qo ahead, 


A. That’s all on that, on those two parties. 


we. Dad the US play any role in the farmatian of thert 


A. I don’t think any direct role. There were -- as Il 
recali, there were advigerasa to the various miniasatrieaza.... 
During the time I was there ... Certeiniy ... in the post-war 
period, ance there is foreign a88latance, there were advisera 
in all af the ministries. And they were asked for adyice. 

And =*m sure that in ~- I suppose the Ministry of tie 
Interior, thet conducted the electiona, there were advisera 
ain the Ministry of the interior who ware asked about how 
polling boxes were set up, and how the election tallies wera 
caunted, and how you prevent fraud -- the technicalitiea of 


running alectiona. 


The businesa of nominations and reflecting the public wail 
with anything iike prinariea or party conventioaona, of courae 
-~ there waa no analogy possible st that point. Althosugh I’n 
Sure peaple, in &@ pure way or theoretical way, auggeated auch 
things. But the great Iranian reaction to the two parties 


wae that they were sinply aeleacted by the Shah. 
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Q. Was the idea formulated by the Shah Ainself, ar waa 3st 


suggested to hin by the US government? 


A. Again, f don’t know the anawer to that. The best people 
would be -- Wallesa ia dead, but -- and Juiius Holmes isa dead 
»---. No, I -- from gil I underatand of it, I think it was a 
result af the Shah’s awn experience. That ... mo doubt ha 
Was encouraged by the Anericans to hold electiona -- 
Americans iike electiona, but we believe in them ourzelvea. 
And we believe that electiona confer ilegitinacy, and 
legitimacy was a concern of the Shah’a and of all those 
interested in fran. And that having elections would help in 


the process of iegitinacy. 


But, from ali I underatand, the Shah aaw it aa an idea that 
would do that. And hia advigersa gaw it that way. And the 
New generation of peopie who were becoming powerful in the 
iranian hureaucracy alaco feit that way -- and the 
univeraitiesa. Nat to mention those who were 
conatitutionalisats, like the Moasadeghists, certainly were af 
that view that there should be parties permitted. Of course, 
they would not, and did net, subscribe ta the 
Mardos/Nelliyoun as baing anything like the parties they had 


an mind. Or that ...- in fact refiected Iranian will. 
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And as you Know, the National Front was allowed to 
pearticipete for @ few daya. Then when it became clear they 
WouUid have popuier support, they were not allowed to 


participate, 


dW. A short, popuiar party ..-; 


A. Yes, the short iife ..., 


Although, they were interesting. I waa there when those ... 
that wae part of ny education, waa seeing haw quickly Iranian 
opinion would amerge --— truth would emerge -- if there was 
any freedom, political freedom, of political organization and 
expression. There was no logical reason for the National 
Front to have the appeal and effectiveness that it did when 


centroja were relaxed. 


But when they did emerge, and in such a short tise, with such 
antenaity, it was clear to me that this was the real way that 
franiana behaved politicaiiy and this was the direction that 
they wanted te go, that that was the real strength of 

political expresaion. And Ii think many of my collaaguesa saaw 
tnat, too. They came to difterent canclusions, perhapa, than 


I did. 
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O. Iranian colleagquea, or Anericansa? 


A. I think, weii, aay, my Iranian friends and ny American 

Colleaguea, or my frienda and colleagues in other enbassies, 
and aa on, they wouid be hard-line or saoft-liine, a& the case 
may be, but .... But they were sware of the atrength of the 
phenomenon -- put it thet way. Their views moy be diiferent 


~- Were certainly different in sany cases than nine. 


I saw it as a good thing. When I saw the emergence of this, 
J saaked the next question, which seems to me perfectiy 
sensibie, ia: "What do these pecplie atand fort What da they 
went?’ What*’a their packground! How'd they behave? What 
Bart of people are they ag human beings?" And I found then 
for the post part, patricta, well-educated, deairing toa 
better the iifte of their people. They were not autocratic, 
for the sosat part. They believed in the denocratic process. 
They were conatitutionalists. They believed in the rule of 
raw, i found that attractive. I would like to work with 
people like that. Thet was my preterence, it I had any. OF 


course, I had no intiuence. 


GQ. The next question is sctualtiy a follow-up: what were the 
respective interests of the US and the Shah in signing the 


Bilateral Military Treaty? 
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A. Which treaty sare you referring to? 


a. { *unclear> af that, and I’m not qutte sure. But saybe 


any bilateral treaty. 


As Weii, thea mijitary relationships were, again, based an 
the belief that Iren was important for satrategic reasons, and 
ita gaographical location, and its resources, its population, 
and ita influence in the area. 4nd that it waa a force -- «4 
potential force -- for stability in the ares. And that 
having a etrong military in Fran was @ good thing, because it 
would contribute te those purposes. And so, the agreementa 
that were concluded were really on that basis. 4nd aupplying 
Wweeponry, and training, and ac on, were aimed at creating an 


ettiecthLive nilitery. 


You*d have to go back to the early pacts in the Eisenhower 
period, the CENTO notion -~- or MEDO at that point -- and 
there the northern tier was seen 4a a containment of the 
Soviet Union.» And while the treaty alliance never becane 4 
reality Because of the collapaae of Iraq, and other 
turbulence, particularly in tha Arab world, the idea never 
Was dismiased. The idea of having strong atatea: Turkey, 


fran, Pakistan, India ... became a great difficulty for the 
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United States, although having «4 atrong India waa very 


important. 


All at thia waa aeen aa desirable. And Washington tanded ta 
s@¢¢ a2trong military eateblishmentsa as the primary neana of 
stebility. And that waa one policy argument -- certainly in 
the academic world, and aiso in the policy world of 
Washington. That niiitary atability or security or atrength 


was not the game thing as political atability. 


And T waa of the view that, while it was important to have a 
atrang army -- 4 atrong military and effective police and all 
of thia ia perfectly sensible for a modern nation -- that ... 
and needn*“t he hostile or .... You shauld havea benign 
Purposes. That the moat important thing waa to develop acund 
political inatitutionea: justice, and political 
participation, and 4 soaund economy that henefits the moat 
possible people. That was where the real work needed ta he 


done. 


4nd where tran aeemed to want to go. At least, it’a amerging 
leadera believed that. Although, increasingly, the ecanonic 
aspect of it became the anly approach. Partislly because 
those who were given power and reaponaihility were 


economists. And those who were politicians were repressed. 
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So the political aspect of it diminiahed ... increasingly 
aver time, which was a pity -- a tragedy. And I would say 
Wan one of the major ressons that Iran got itself into the 


difficulties that it found itaelf in. 


@. Was it in any wey encoureged in this policy in the nove 
away from 4 potitical freedcm towards more economic and 
military relationships -- was it in any way encouraged by the 


US policyt 


A. There were occasions when there waa an effort avay from 
the military amphasisa. Yea, because in the ameuntsa of money 
thet were being spent, there were increasingly diaputes 
between the United States and fran about the expenditure of 
its resources, and that too much money wes being spent on 
unheeded weaponry, rather than devoting it ta economic 


development. 


It waa the gam¢ argument we have in cur awn government. We 
have, in my View, too large an expenditure on nilitary 
waapons,., But that’a a... not ... every nation seems to have 


that argument. 


And in the case of Iran, certainly in the period when oil 


revenues were low, it waa compelling that too much money waa 
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being apent on the miiitasary and not enaugh in the economic 
sector. But once the oll revenuea quadrupled, in the esrly 
“70s, it cesasec to be «a probien -- at least for 4 time. But 
even then the expenditures were, in the view of many military 


Dlannera, way beyond the requirements .... 


But ane couid make arguments within the economic sector 
itsei¥ that thera were misallocations of priorities -- that 
nat enough was apent an urban development -- not enough was 
apent on rural development. Having gone into the land 
reform, much more effort had to be made, for political 
reasona, to be aure that resources could be given to the 


Villagers. And that wae a great tailing. 


The whale Plan Organization was geared, at least initially, 
towards induéetrialization ... and large ahowy projecta, 
rather than long-term education, rural davealopmrent, dealing 
with the urban poor, health, communications. Weli, 
cammunicationa, in the last 10 years of the Shah’s regine, 
Went ..- Were astounding in its accomplishment. But one 
Would have to gay the urban poor problem was a faiiure. 
Rurai development was a4 failure. And certainiy ... anything 
that went in the direction of institution-buiiding was tar 


from succesaful. 
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But the military developed a very effective army, navy, air 


force. 


@. Very effective ...7 


A. Yea. By the néaaurementsa of the quality of the force 
ateel#. It was suet ... in the revolution it had no 4... it 
wasnt trained to be a caounter-revolutionary army. It waa 
really aimed at fighting poseible wara with Irag or alowing 
the Soaviets down, ar ... maintaining the integrity of ita 
borders. That was the usefulness of the army. But I doubt 
that any army would be effective against # revolution -- «a 


genuine revolution, which that was. At least for a few daya. 


Go. Very gqaad. 


A number of former Iranian arficiaia are accuaed of being US 
agenta. Did any Iranian official £1t this description? 
Without naming nares, what light can you shed on these 


descriptionat 


A. F dan’t think I shouid anawer the question at ali. But 
--» Ll @&ippose the definition af an agent 18 Bomeane who ia in 
the pay of a4 fore@ign power ... and serves the interests or 


the foreign power. Io don’t think £ should answer the 
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TMuestian at aii. That’a .... Except to aay thia, that the 
-»» interests of iran, from a purely patriotic I[ranian point 
Of View, were Ssutticient to ... an moat cases, to have a 


close retiationsahip with the United Statea. 


There waa certainly avery reaaon for Agericana and Iraniana 
to be close, without being spies or agents. There was much 
that ... the United Statea had toe contribute to Iran’s 
atrength and development ae a4 democratic nation. That 
4haoiutely had no relationship with the world of spies and 


traitora. 


Education, @ normal conmercial lite, and cultural 
relationships were more than sufficient. There was every 
reason to be very closely asilied in every respect, from ... 
even in personal ways. At ieaat, I thought the marriages 
between Jraniana and Agericane# in many cases were very happy 
ones ~- Were culturally very aound. Ff that’a any 
retiection. And the capacity of intellectuais to understand 
ane another wae, I thought, as gocd aa with any other 


culture. 


, How did US policy teward Iran charge as a result af the 


election of Kennedy to the presidency? 
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A. I think, a#@ IJ indicated aartiier, there was an interest in 
the White House, by Kennedy himself, and particularly hia 
brother, Bobby Kennedy, in countriea where there wae clearly 
unrest -- politically, internally ~-- by younger generationa. 
And because the Kennedy administration saw itself asa a “new 


qeneration,” and said #6 in its inaugural addresa, and 


believed that they were. 


Because they were born in this century -- the firat 
administration born in this century -- that they had a4 
mandate for the future, and were apesking for the new 
generations of idealiam: the Peace Corps and all those 
manifestationa. Arms centrel, giving hope for peace rather 
than war and generosity rather than speculation and 


deprivation. 


They identified with the pecopla they knew in the tinited 
States, who were atudyang, and who had grievances about the 
way politica were conducted in Iran, and wanted 3 new order 


oF greater participatian and democratization. 


And I think that’s how the White House certainiy initialiy 
Baw ... the Kennedy administration -- which was very short, 
only three years -- gaw it that way. In fact, there were 


wery conscicus efforts to make it clear that that’s the way 
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they saw it, both tor practicsl reaaonsa, end also for reasona 


or idealian. 


The practical reasona were that they believed that, 1# you 
didn’t reapoend toe the younger genérationa, you would reap the 
whirlwind ot revolution or repression. They were prophetic, 
in that sense. And they encouraged people itke our thaez 
J~Umtice, Earl Warren, to come to iran. He spoke on “The Ruie 
of Law.” 7 remember that very weil, because I helped write 


the speech. 


@. Did he give ga iecture ¢f?7? 


Ai. Yea. He apoke to the Iranian Bar Asecciatian, and alea 
gil the Supreme Court judges oat Iran. And he gave 4 speech 
on “The Rule ef Law.” And it wae 4 Very interesting 


Of CAaABIGoN. 


iS. What were his views? 


A. Weil, beacause there were great concerns about the equity 
of Juetice in Iran in certain aréas, particulariy in .... Sea 
he apoke, not knowing the aituation. He just apoke, aa a 

lawyer, about equity and justice ... as he practiced it, anda 


as it waa practiced in the Unateda Statea. And it seemed ta 
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atrike a chord of response among the lawyers, but also anong 


the politicians. They saw it 44 4 Nhesaage. 


And I think that was the kind of nesasage that the Hennedy 
administration wanted to convey: that they believed in those 
things. So this gave heart to some in Iran, who were in 
thoae ficida. L4éw wae 4 tough protresaion in fran at that 


TLihe., 


ol. Who had invited hin’? 


A. Oh, he cane just Aga a visitor -- he was touring, and ne 
happened to he there, so they aaid, “He’s an important 


peraonality, ao fhe ahould give «a speach.” 


Gl. €<unclileaear> 


What role, if any. did the US embassy play in the selection 


of prine ministers and cabinet miniatersa? 


A. I’m aure that the ... ali American embassies in the 
post-war period had views about the quality of prime 
Ministers and cabinets of vyaricus governments, and in some 
Cases expressed their views. But £— dan’t think there were 


any occasions where anyone wae selected thst way. 
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Certainly thea United Statea Fabassy, and the British Embassy, 
to sone extent, and perhaps s0ne other eaemhbaaajesa, had 
intfivence, Iniilvence in the genase that gome cabinet officers 
Would be eaay to work with. That ia, they had had experience 
in econonica, or were thought te be very competent in ane way 
or another, or they dig wark with the Worid Bank, things of 
that gort. And there would be expressions of pleasure that 
BOneone wae being considered. Ur lese than enthusisanm if 


others were. 


But the charge that some have made that there was 
manipulation, I dan“t think wae the case, certainly in the 
Etima that I waa there. There were people that were liked or 
Gisliked, but f£ don’t think there were absolute aeiectiona. 
There vere occasiona where some citficiala were known to be 
corrupt in one way or another -- and by the ITranianga 
themselvea were described as such, Known to be auch. 7¢ thank 
there were instances where that awareness wae made known. 


But beyond that, I don’t think sc. 


Again, you have to recali that there was a commonality of 
inte@rests between the Iranian government and the United 
Statea governnent. And with people who opposed the regine, 


too, there was a commonality ot intereat in the kinda of 
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people they would prefer to have: people who were honeat 
rather than dishonest. Who were for 4 atrong role in world 
attaira, ar not felling into the Soviet orbit, and so on and 


Bo f£0Orth. 


All of the parties, even if they disagreed with one another, 
would share those, because they would prefer to have one 
Prime miniater rather than another, given the constraints: 
that there couid anly be one of two or three peopie. 
Fyerybody else was out-of-bounds. That waa the context in 


Which people were favoring or not ravoring, 


But in the tine that I was there, I can’t think of anything 
that would meet the charge that somecne was put in or taken 
out. Bnd of course, in the earlier time, as the Kermit 
Roosevelt book deacribea, the government in power wae nat 
thought to be 8 good one by the United States. Although I 
think that wee a huge mistake, to be involved in that way. 


Tertainiy with that individual. 


G@.- The Sheh had ateted that the US Embasay head prassured hin 


inta appointing Dr. Amini prime minister, To what extent is 


this assertion carrect? 


A. Well, i think, as we talked earlier, Anini was seen by 
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Americana -- and, I think, by Iranians -~ 4s 4 bridge. The 
American view at that time was that there was inatability, 
there were increasing aigna of a désire on the part of 
eMerging politiciai groups and aii political groups, tne 
National Front being the most prominent exanple, 4 desire ta 
ne anvolved in the political procesa, and that Amini 


understood that, 


And Anini, to some axtent, was someone wha waa thought to 


have tha qualities able toa handie the difficuitiea of 


Breadening the political Base. And the Americans were of 


that view at that tine. 


The iseaue really was: “Reigning, net ruling,” as the term of 
the time, the popular, capeuie deacription of the naln t:saaue. 
And the National Frent used that as a alagan: “The Shah must 


reign, and not rule." 
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Anini waa aaen by many ase ... aameone who waa not fer a 
republic, who hetieved in the monarchy, Hut believed in a 
conatitutional sonarchy, and was salsac seen as 4 strong person 
whe had a grip on economic matters, and was familiar with the 
probiens of international finance. He had done those thinga 
earlier. And 4180 waa weil-kKnown to the new econonisats, the 
young bureaucrata that were in the Plan Organization, and ao 
on. And his connections wath those people was thought to he 


@ good thing. 


He wes well-known in Waahington because ai his previous 
experience. And his name was certainly in the public 
diacvusaiona, and in the presaa and so on. Some of it twas, 


no doubt, saelt-promotive, which was nornal. When American 
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officiala were asked by Washington whoa would be a good prina 
Rinister at this tine, he wae 4 name that naturaliy would 


came up, becaueae they knew him, and were familiar with hia 


haeic Views. 


There was certainly that kind of presaure. That from the 
ARS@rican point of view, Bonmeone like that seenmad to make 
gense at that tine. And the Shah was toaid that by the 
Americana, And I auaspect he was told thet in Washington, 4a 


well. 


SO the isgave really was! did you want @& atrong prine minister 
who, in cartain greas at leaat, would heave an independent aay 
and capabilities. And it was seen as someone who was 
competent and who would have aone popular auppert, could 
yeach aut to the opposing groupa, and would halp to broaden 
the base. And those were the views that were expressed at 


that tine, 


@, If it isa at least partiaily correct, how did the US 


embasey pursuede the Shah to appoint DOr. Amini? 


A. i don’t think I can shed any light on that. The way I 
recali it, he wae an inevitability because he seemed ta fit 


at the tine. There waa no other choice, resaliy, that made 
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4ny sense. 


And ... it certainly was 8 sOoment at which the relatively 
abaoclute power of the Shah wae seen as curtailed. Because 
here wae 4 prime ninisater who had an independant base, It 
was & very small base -- parsonality groups -- hut he was 
well-known. it was hia peraonai fame that waa hia 
independent base. And hia fane extended beyond Iran ta the 


Waat. . 


But clearly the Shah was very auapicioua and wary of the 
whole business, and saw Amini #8 aA rival. And the uauai 
process of .,, divide and rule geemed to ... certainiy was 
taking place. Ha never -- Amini never had the tetal aupport 
of the Shah. There were certain aréas where he had na 
influence whatsoever aa prikea Riniater. The malitary, for 


example —- the Budget, the final decision an oil revenues. 


4nd, ag we all know, he collapsed .., hia regime collapsed oan 


the question of econosaic prioritiea. 


GQ. Wae the Shah afraid that the US would support him and 


would change the regimetT 


A. I think that wae a fear on hia part. It was a taise 
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fear. There was absolutely no intention of any United States 
policy or any official that I knew of -- that was never in 
their thinking at alii. Never. But people who were very 
close ta the Shah at that tine expressed the view that he 
feared that. But, you know, I auppose peopie Lika the Shah, 
wha are in that position, always have feara of that. iv 


sure Gorbachev has a tear of Gromyko. It"*s ao human failing. 


@. It has been said that the US waa the architect of tha 
Shah’s tand reform progran. A White House aide during the 
Kennedy administration, Robert. Komer, has been apeacificaliy 
mentioned ag a xey proponent. Can you shed gome light on 


this queation? 


A. Noa. I think that’s faise. Land reform was an Iranian 
concern from a very early tine. After all, Moasadegh had a 
land reform progran of very important aignificance that’a not 
Ruch understood. His esabryonic land reforms waa 4a e¢rucial 
atep in the right direction, and was a najor platforms for tha 
National Front people. They believed in land reform. But it 
Was of 4 very different kind than the White Revolution’s 


Variety. 


They were of the view that the jand should belong to those 


who till it, but that there was a right of property that waa 
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Buch more in tune, aa I understood it -- and =F apent so lot of 
time trying to understand it -- what they were aeeking waa 
aomething that would be conaistent wath Iranian religioua law 
on the vaghf, inheritance, but alac do away with the 

abuses of landlords who were rapacioua and did not reaily 


contribute to the villages, whe exacted too large shares. 


And there was gome sense of excess -- aome people had far too 
many Villages. But the ides of ownership, of private 
ownerehip, wes certainly not challenged by Mossadegh. They 
Were more interested, particuiariy in the later yesara -- in 
fact, at the time that I was there -- in cadesatral aurveys of 
how the very differing viliagea of Iran couid, in fact, be 
divided in some senaible way that wouldn’t advearaaly affect 


the econony. 


They were beginning to conaider the problems of agribusiness, 
consclidation, cooperatives, and all of the very complicated 
propiems. in fact, Ebtehaj and the Pian Organization had a 
group that were working on cadaatral surveya. And nany of 
the people who were in the Plan Urganization were National 
Front mnenbersa, Their lineage goes back to the idea in the 


Noseadegh time. Which seemed to mea the mest sensibie way. 


And there were many people who had been coming to Iran fron 
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the World Bank -- Wolf Ladejingki ¢?}, who's a very prominent 
iand reform axpert, particularily ... well, he wae an expert 
on village patterna, rather than iand reforma, although he 


wouid advocate iand reforms in various places. 


Well T was convinced when I waa there that for Americana toa 
advocate land raforn was 8 very curious thing, because we had 
na such jaws, And who were we to advocate guch thingst And 
we didn’t know what we were talking about. There were a lat 
ot complexitiea. The sore I saw of the viliages, the more If 
Wag convinced that the variety was so vast that a uniform 


pettern wouid be very difficuit ta impose -~- or desirable. 


Cleaariy the share system was certainly abused in nany areas, 
and the villagers were in bad ahapa in many othera -- 
BubsBiatence and otherwise ... disease. But that wsaan’t «a 


consequence that would be resolved by so-called land reforn. 


There were enthusiasatea whe saw land reform as a aolution in 
the same way they saw alactions as a solution, They aaw the 
Principie as the saame thing as the result. And fT think Komer 
certainly waa interested in land reform saa a reflection of 
democratization. But I don*t think he advacated any 


particular form -- he just wanted movement in that direction. 
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I think the Shah was convinced by Arsanjani more than anyone 
else. and in fact, he was very senaitive to what Nosasadegh 
had done earlier, and he waa Liatening very carefully to the 
noisaa being made by the National Front. And he preespted 
them. The White Revolution was a preemption. Everything in 
the White Revolution was in thea National Front program -- in 
one form or anather. In some cases, severe diatortions, but 
nonethelaasaa, aii of the itensa were in the Mational Front 


agendas for what was needed for Iran, 


I think the fact that the White Revolution toak piace was an 
acute awareness on the part of the Shah that he had ta do at 
least that. Tt was sort of = minimum program, which he hyped 
in order to eay: “See, I’m a reformert And there’sa no need 
for these other guya because I’m doing it. Why da you need 


the other onea?” That was esaentially the .... 


so I would say, no, that the Shah himself was the determining 
factor. He had historical rassons within Iran to do it. He 
had lots of advice over many yeeare. He had the experience of 
his father, who acquired and disposed of viliages at a great 
rate. And he was well-sweare of that. And he had ministers 
af Goaurt and ciose friends who were huge landowners and knew 
the problema of village ownership and land reform. There was 


nothing that Komer could tell the Shah about the village 
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problen. 
Sa, ma, I think that’s totaity faitsae. The land reform -- the 
White Revolution -- was pripgarily aparked by the National 


Front plattornm. If you wanted a direct. cause, I would aay 
that wae it. It wae an attespt at preemption. aAnd it wea 


the personal infiuence of Arganjani. 


Arsanjani was a charigmatic figure on that saubhjyect. He had «a 
dynamism which wag ,.. anyone in Iran at that point would 
See, Yau Know, the people would juat come alive. There’s a 
wonderful photograph of a villager receiving land refors ... 


Da you know that? 


OB. Fram the Shah or from Arsanjani? 


A. From the Shah, but it waa really from Araanjani. But 


Argsganjani was able to capture that kind of ..... It’a oa 


wonderful photograph, which I have..... 


i. l remember tcunciear>? 


A. If don’t think it has anything te do with the Americana. 


it was internai. The Anericans were saying: "Do it!" 


Because those were noises Americans were making -- everywhere 
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-- they were aaying that in Indias; they vere aaying that in 
Pakistan: they were saying it in Africa. It wae the 
ahorthand for: “If you have to gay something, aseay that.” It 
was thought to he motherhood. “if you*re doing that, you*re 


an the right track.” That’s the .... 


But clearly the Shah did tt for hiss own reasona, based on hia 
own historical experience, and based on the realities of 


Tranian poiitticsa. I dan’t think it was induced. 


MW. Sut what do you make of the coincidence that the other 
Simitar programs in India, Pakiatan, and in ather placea 


funclear>*? 


A. No. It was a phenomenon that waa taking place in the 
world, that*a eli. The change in .... You knaw, after ali, 
the nature of life in the twentieth century ia different than 
the nineteenth century, partially due to improved medicine, 
commpunicationa, transistor radioa, travel ... No, Id say 
communications and medicine were the great catalysts far iand 
reform. Modern agriculture, tac. The poasibilitiesa af 
changing the famine and the cycles af great harveata and 
famines. And the politica really followed from that. ‘ne 


can’t deny the influence of other waya of thinking. 
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In india, certainiy the Britiah had an influance, but what 
has gone on in India is: very Indian. The viliage atructure 
ig atill the heart and soul of India. It*s unchanged ... by 
the Britiah except language and aupe#rinsposed cospunicationa. 
The railroad, I suppose, was very inmportent for India, That 
madé@ a change. That brought new Kinds of mnadicing, sone new 
theughts, the beginnings of government in the village. The 
government was mot in the vwiliage in india, any more than the 
government wae in the village in Iran. That’s a twentieth 


century phenomenon. 


Governnent was certainly in the cities of Iran. But evan 
there, they were provincial centera of power which were 


Gitterent from the center, wp until thea twentieth cantury. 


What wae the view of the US embasasay regarding the clasing 
ef the Meajles by Dr. Amini and the poatpaning of the 


eieactione? 


A. Weil, iff wae 4 Sign of inatability that there had ta be 
~ree The disturbances were really due ta 4 discontent with 
the rigging of thinga. 4nd 4 rigged parliament was not 
Batiafactory. Sa ... that was the appreciation of the 
enbaasy, that that wae the basis of the disturbance, And the 


Sloaing ... shutting down of the parlianentary government was 
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6 reflection that something else had to be done, 


That wea what Amini waa trying to do, as I receil it,... was 
that that wasn’t working. They had te broaden the base. He 
would make an attempt at that, in which he did nat succeed, 
obviously. Because he didn’t have the power to succeed. If 
he had had a freer hand, I think he might have. [ta 


possible. 


He head a very difficult problem, because neither the Shah nor 
the National Front trusted him at crucial noments. And the 
Yessons were in part because they didn*t think he had the 
power ... in either case. If they had a sense that he had 
the power, they might have deait with it. And they did at 
one Point -- ar at B6veral pointa. Those equationa are 


Slways ao dalicate. 


GQ. Was there an attempt by the US to pursuade the Shah toa 


reapen the MaisiestT 


A. Yea, Sure. I think the view of the United Stetea at that 
point wae that the parliament was part of the legitimate 
structure of Iran; that it was not good for Iran not toa have 


a parlisrmeantary government. It was ag ainple ag that. 
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The diftsicultiesa of having «4 pariiament that waa not 
retiective of the peaple <«were> underatoeod. But F think the 
Vlew was that Iran and the Shah had to nake the decisgicna 
ehout how ta eventually broadan the baae, but they had ta do 
aomething. And that parilasentary government waa important 
ta have. But they ciearty underatood that the pariianenta 


that wera gelectead didn’t work. 


G. What was the attitude af the US embaseay as National Front 


activities were being disrupted and their leadera imprisonad? 


A. The view af the emhasey was that thie wae not a good 
thing. That aa iong as the activities of tha National front 
leaders were Legitimate, that ia, they were not throwing 
bomnba or practising geaedition of any Kind -- which they were 
not, they were simply trying to organize aa partiea under the 
Tranian Conatitution --— that they should be permitted ta do 
so. However, it was clearly underatood that the Shah didn’t 
tike this group for all Kinda of reasona that go back to 


1333, and before. And that it was a very difficult problem. 


They believed that the Shah was the “linchpin of atability” 
-- wae their term. And that they would support the Shab at 
every turn, but they would try and encourage him to take fron 


the National Front those elementa that were clearly ... cf no 
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Rarm to hin. They diadn*t aee that this group had any ... in 
ingividuei, and in sum ... really offered any threat to the 
regime. Aithough they underatecod that if they were in power, 


it would mean reigning, and not ruling. 


Hoat of the people in the embassy and in Washingtan helieved 
Chat they sahould work through the Sheh at every stage. That 
that waa the right way to da it. It was iagitimate. It waa 
the easiest way. It was the one that had the leaat riska. 
They would try to purauade him to gradually broaden the 
Political base. And that wae believed ail during the time 


that f waa there. 


There were some who believed that there ghould be more effort 
made. That wae my view. But generaliy the view was: the 
Shah ahoula move in thet direction, Fyen of the moat 


conservative of the peaple in the embassy oar in Washington. 


W. To what extent waa the US embassy aware of the illegai 


activities of the SAVAH under Teimnowur Bakhtiar? 


A. I think they were aware in detaiti. Yea, there was ... 
certainly moat Iranians were aware. And the Iranians were 
very vocal. Se there was no resson for anyone an Iran not ta 


knew in detaii. Soa, yes, there waa full awareness. 
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Q. 4nd what was the attitude of tha US ambassy towards these 


activitiear 


A. Well, I think the attitude waa that it was harnful to the 
reginze. There were aome who went beyond that to aay that 
this was, ... that the United States should bake 1tsS views oan 
these natters clear, because it*s cantrary to our belietfea of 
the way governmenta ahould be, end so on. f think the major 
attitude was that this was something that the Shah and hia 


government had to deal with, and correct itaeirf. 


There were ather views that moat of what SAVAK was doing waa 
aimed at the Tudeh and subversion from the Soviet Union, and 
what have you. And that the excesaea of the secret police 
Were ... Bhould be curbed, and could he curbed, But that they 
were not the main work af SAVAK. They sew the SAVAK’s main 
work aa aineéd at the Soviet Union and the Tudeh. And because 
that was the main 30h, their approaches ta the Shah were 
campiicated rather than straightforward and sample. Yau 
Know, denauncing the .... Hut they did, in fact, object ta 


the worst ot the excesses. 


Q. Ta what extent was an effort made by the US embasssay toa 


curtail these activities? 
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A. I think there were considerable ettforts,. yes. 


QO. CGonled you deacribe saonme of thes 


A. Well, I think the ambaasadcr nade representations. tui 
course, the United States presse was very explicit in these 
thinga. And individual menbera af the enbaassy were very 
clear on thia. And TI think that the ilisison with the Jranian 
governkent in thease areas were very clear about the ...- that 
these excesses were harmful. But there are ather people you 


could ask, who were more directly invalved in those matters. 


Q. what, if any, was the cannectian between the Bhah’sa viait 
to Washington and meetings with President Kennedy, in April 


of 1962, and the fail of Anini”ea cabinet in July of 15627 


A. Weli, I think there waa a relationship. The Shah 
expressed hie views about things, and the Kennedys saw what 
hig concerns were. if the question ia intended to mean: waa 
a decision nade at thet time abeut Ampinit if would aay no. 
No. The decizion waa made on the gqueation of axteanding tha 
Lean, which was the crux -- at the tima. 530 it was in the 


daya juat before the Amini government fell. 
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{ think, as I tald you the last time we taiked, that the full 
fonseguences of extending 4 further loan to the Amini 
government tdebt sgervicing ~-- that’s what it wes) was not 
fully underatood. The World Bank was pressuring for certain 
conatrainta. And Anini was unwilling to meet those, becsuse 
he palitically coulidn’t. And it aiso meant a change in hie 
priorities, which were the test between him and the Shah. It 
he backed down on these prisrities, he wouid lose face, he*4d 
lose power, and so on. That waan7t understood by the bank 


fully. it waan’t understood by the economistea in Waahington. 


On the very primitive level, I think it was underatoocd that 
it was 4 contest af wiil between the Shah and Amini. B6ut 
Washington tended to see thea context of the struggie at will 
hetween the Shah and Anini fron the Shah’a point af view, 
Namely, that it’s me or hin. Rather than, tne issue ia: 
Should you have @© Strong prike minister, who would have 
independence in certain areas, and whose purpose is to 
breaden the political baae? The iseues in Waahington were 
never posed with that conplexity. They were: are you with 


the Shah or againet himt 


That was never the question. The question ia: the Shah and 
what? Sea they reduced the queation to 4 faise simplicity. 


And that was the turning point. 
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But at the time af the Shah’a visit in Washington, na 
decision. The issue waean*t reaiily ripe at that time, either, 
The turning point hadn’*t been reached. Aithough the 


Frictions were clear between the two. 


Fis Where were we? 


QQ. We were talking sbout Amini and the decision ... 


regarding hia renovai. 


A. Yee. Well, I really have nothing nuch more to add than 


that. 


The decision was made on the loan. In gum, on two grounds, 
One wae the ... £rom the point et view of the econonista at 
the World bank, Who Were worried abaut debt repayment. And 
international obligationa. And “Iran hes to tighten ita 
beit.”" And ali of that. Without underatanding the political 


inpilicationa. 


And the United States gevernmeant saw the struggle between 
ARINI in oversimplified terms. They saw antagonists where in 
fact ... an opposition ... in terms that were totally false. 


Fre real issues were much more subtle and important. It was 
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a missed opportunity of rather ar:izvable proportiona. 


GC. Waa the US embasay consulted by Dr. Amini or the Shah 


before the acceptance of hia resaignatian? 


As Yes. Both. 


@. Before the acceptance of his resiqnation? 


A. Uh, yes. Wali, aa was the pattern in that time, there 
were constant discussions between sii of the parties, at 
every level, within the Shah’sa group ... immediate ... hia 
minieters and the Shah himeaelt: and Amini and all cof hia 


frienda. 


a. How did Amini react to that? 


A. Weli, I think he waa bitterly diaappointed in the event. 
J think hia gvéateat disappointment was the failure of the 
Anericans ta understand the importence -- Bbeyond him, it was 
much more than Ali Amini. Amini’s disappointment must have 
extended ta some Iranian groups as well, because the National 


Pront didn’t make things easier for him. f[n all cases. 


There were some who certainly understood the dilemma, and 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / William G. Miller. Interview recorded by Shahla Haeri, 7-25 March 1985, Medford, MA, U.S. A. 
lranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


MILLER-3s 


they saw the advisability of this. And I think they locked 
at Amini as basically a benign force, but certainly not an 
end in itaeit. They wanted to go way beyond Amini, 


abyiocusly. And Amini underatood that. Sea did the Shah. 


QO. Hid General Bakhtiar meet with Preaident Kennedy and try 


ta get US support for himaelf aa prime ministert 


A&A. If don’t Knew. I can’t believe that he did. fF would 
Goubt it. Tf eHntS Goubt it. President. Kennedy might have 
been -- would certainiy have been aware of who he was. Hut I 
doubt that he would support. such a thing .... But fT juat 
don’t know the answer to that. IF would be very surprised if 


he was Sympathetic to that kind of suggestion. 


W@. How did the US esabasay view and asaess the events of the 


25th of Khordad, June 19627 


A. Well. The embasay was 68 surprised as anyone elae. But 
at Knew guite fully what happened. And did analyses at the 
tine, which were gent te Washington, which are in the 
published volumes from Tehran. 530 the basic appreciatian was 
that here wees 4a force, a mass upriaing of a Kind that had not 
been seen before. That theae things cama from the new urban 


poor, and the viliagers and the deeply religioua. And that 
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they were very powerful. And that they had nething to do 


with the existing political structura. 


The grievances were described at the time very accurately, 
Juat s#@ they were understood by Iraniana who were affected by 
ail aft these things. And f think it was viewed aa... After 
the awareness that here was a powerful force, when Khomeini 
was exiled, and the religious uprisings were crushed, and the 
Situation became stabiiived, people faergot about it. And 
went into ... as though it had never happenad, They just 


forgot. 


But at the time, it was recognized, it was described 
acenurately, I think. Well, anyone in Tehran st that tine 
would have had to be deat, dumb and Slind not te have 


underatood what was happening. 


. It ia also gaid that Ali Mansour had ¢clese relations with 
the embassy, and that he too was forced upon the Shah as 
Prime Binister by the Americans, To what axtent, if any. is 


this assertion carrect? 


A. He fad close relationships with afficiala in the United 
States embasay, but that was not unueaual. I mean, thay were 


na ditferent than moat of the prominent Iranians in Tehran. 
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They ali had relationa with the ... they visited, went to 
dinnera. They sought the invitations, in many cases. They 


Ware sought after in otheara. But dt was normal businesa. 


Manscur was not imposed or suggested by the enmbassay, nor was 
hig Progresaaive Center. I think that was an idea of the Court 
itself. And certainiy of Mansour, himself. But ££ think it 
waa another variant on the Shah’s own ideas of trying to 
davelap some kind af indigenous political structure. And 
this ... after the taiture of the two-party aysatem, he went 
in the direction of 4 government party, Progressive Center, 
With an opposation -- sort of hanging on to the old 
atructure. And then finally he ended up with the Rastakhiz, a 


one-party atructure. 


But, again, these would be ... from the new elite, rather 
than in the old, which was a reflection of the .... The 
MNardom and Nelliyoun nad one virtue, whith wae ... e¥en 
though they were all selected by the Shah, they did reflect, 
in their variety, the regiona of Iran, the bazasri -- they 
had all kinds of people in the alatea, Although they were 
all “Shah prest” <«<Sheh-worshippers>. And there were no 


Ppecple of any independence. 


But in the Progressive Center, they were the naw bureaucrata, 
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primarily. And the new industrialists, That was the ... the 
new rich, and the new governing. And they tended to be 
focussed in Tehran. They were very Tehran-oriented, although 


there were offshoots in the «entera, 


No. f think thia was the Shah"sa idea. It was a Court idea. 
They were people whe naturaily had a Ioat af centacts with 
America and the west. People like Mohaen Khadjenourd and, I 
gque@as, ali of the brothera ~-- oh, goodness, the prime 
Minister who was kiited ... Why do If forget? You know, the 


one who was exvecutadt 


a. Hoveida. 


A. Hoveida, The two Hoveidasa. And, you know, it waa «4 
group. In fact, they tended to be French-educated, in many 
cases, rather than American or British-educated. For the 
moat part, they were very decent, capable people, who were 
very moderate, evan conservative, in their viewe. Very 
successiul, ror the most part. And had every resson ta, and 
had an investment in tha continuation of the regime. Sut 


were the most moderate of the reforners., 


OM. If it is correct, which I guess itt ia not, why did the 


AMericans wish to aAee Mansour appointed ss prine minister? 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / William G. Miller. Interview recorded by Shahla Haeri, 7-25 March 1985, Medford, MA, U.S. A. 
Iranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


MILLER-S 


A. I don’t think, as I said, I don’t think it was. There 
Were peopie in the enbassy who were very close toa Mansour -- 
they were frienda. They would sée each other continuously 
because of their equivaient rank. But it was 9s mistake ta 
equate that with an intense preterencea on the part of the 
United States of America. It may have been the personal 


preference cf an individual. But that’a not the same thing. 


And the Shah ciearly understood that Mansour was a friend af 
people in tha American embassy, and that would be a plua. 

But there was no way on God’s earth that Mansour would have 
heen appointed prime minister unieas the Shah theught that he 
Would serve his purposea., His purposes rather than the 


Anberican purposes. 


@. In what way, and at what point in time between 1559 and 
1373, could the US government have influenced the Shah to 4 


qraater respect for conatitutional government? 


A. Qh, IF think at every atage of the way we could have done 
that. I think it should have reean the foundation of aur 
policy towards fran. That that ahould have been the 
predominant theme of how ambasaadora ahould discuas how they 


agw the tuture aft Jran. ft*s how every administration -- our 
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Adminiatrationa -- should have done that. and that ell of 
our afficiel acta should have been designed to achieve that 


end. 


But wheat in fact happened waa that, 4a the Shah became nore 
canfident, and after the White Revolution and the exile of 
Khomeini and the suppression of even the National Front, thet 
American policy and Am@rican anbassadors tended to see the 
Shah 82&@ in power and daing a good job of it, and he ahouid he 
left to his own devices, It was hia country and it wea very 
Complicated and heyond the right or capacity cf Americana ta 
interfere in any way. That he ahould have a free hand. and 
that in the long run it would become gs democrecy. But that 
the economic priority was so successful that that wae the way 


to go. 


And IJ think the awaraneaas of what was happening intarnaily in 
iran was, leas sgensitive in that period, unfortunately. There 
waa no gde@neae of the emerging ... priority, partiacularly since 
the aconomic development of Iran was going ec well in ao many 
reapectsa. And the logic of events in the post-war period 
WOuld have argued tor special care in political developnent, 
given what had happenad elaewhere in the world. Even if you 
Hnew nothing ahout the detaita or Iranian history, oar the 


atata of Iranian aociety, you would be eble to make a 
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geo-political judgment based on those patterns. 


The great mietake, it seems to me, was to not pay ciose 
attention to Iran, even though fran was ane of our clioseat 
allies, and was seen as 4 great source of atabiliaty and 
atrength. <aAnd to have ignored the protests of the studenta 
in the United States, and the intellectuals, was a remarkable 
giatake, because they were articulating, in very important 


waya, the proahien. 


But it reveala the difficulty of deating on @ personal basis 
rather than inatitutional basis, and not using the 
insatrunenta of analyaia, af aystematic satudy -- not using the 
things af the ming -- to teil you what*’s happening. It’s 


juat a tragedy for the United States -- and for fran. 


A question that arises, though, isi if the United States had 
Been this as a priority, would 1t have made any difference in 


the eventual outcome?r Would the Khomeini revolution occur? 


And I’m af the view that I think it would have nade a 
difference, Certainly, had there been «a broader political 
hese, the religious concerna would hseve been, in large 
Reasure, net. There was nothing incompatihle with 


conatitutional government and religiaus belie. In fact, 
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it’s guaranteed in the conatitution. and if you ailaw the 
religious peopie to have a say in the things that matter to 
them, you have done what you should do as & government. And 
that certainly ia part of the grievance that the reiilgioua 


had. 


And had the other inatitutiona and groupa in Iran been 
&®lliowead toa fiouriah, there wouid have been an alternative to 
clerical rule. And it would haye been the iogical 
alternative, because they’re the people who are trained by 


profession to de that -- clerica are net. 


So f think it would have made a ditterence. And there were 
neriodsa whan America was invoived in Iran, where they were 
moving in that direction, But tt was never sustained. if 
aupposae the uitinate question is whether it’s possible for a 
country, avan for the United States, to have a foreign policy 
Which 14 consiatent with ita own heliefa shout government for 
itaelf. If we really believed in the democratic ideal, 
shouldn’t this apply oversesa? This is 4a major question for 
our foreign policy. And Iran i8 4 terribly castiy lesson 


Bhout ali the ramitications oft that. 


OQ. Various individuals have spoken about an abortive trip by 


you to meet the Ayatollah Khomeini in Paria. Wheat wae the 
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background to this trip and why was it cancelled? 


A. Well, the trip waan’t cancelled. The background is aa 
follows. When the embassy wae seizged by the student grour, 
and the S32 -- or the avantualiy S2 -- were made hostages, 
centact was made immediately with the Bazargan government, 
which wes still in power. And it waa agreed that I wauld go 
out, with Ranaey Clark, to Tehran, to meet with Bazergan, and 
with the Ayatoilah, ta discusea problems between the United 


States and fran, and the release of the hostages. 


Now, approval for the trip had bean granted, so we left fron 
Waeahington two days atter the aeizure of the embasay, and 
were flying in the President’sa sirplane to Tehran. And it 
stopped in fatanBbul for refueling, when we received word trom 
Waahingtan that Tehran had said it would not he poaaihie to 
go into Iran in the Boaeing-/O?. And we gaid that was all 
right, snd we arranged for ga email military jet -- passenger 
12@t -- to go from Istanbul to Tehran. And cigarance was 


qiven tor that. 


Juat at that point, the Bazargan government fell. And the 
reagon it feli waa, apparently, the student captors had 
broken open the safes, and begun toe piece together the 


documenta. And, in their view, thie confirmed that, to use 
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their terms, the éembasay was “a neat of apiesa.” And they had 
gone to Gam, and told the Ayatolisah ... he had said that 


there would be no relations with the United States. 


Se -7-- not oniy that —- but the BRaevargan government fell 
hecause, anong other things, there were a number of ofticiala 
wha were in the Bazargan gavernnent who were inplicated, 
hecause it waa ciaimed that they were American agents. 
Whereas, ~{ think, in fact they were sinpiy people who had 
been visited on official buaineas by the charge, Bruce 
Leingen, and otherea. Aut, at any rate, the Bazargan 


government feil, and the Revolutionary Council took over. 


4nd so there wae no official government in power. There was 
mo prime minister. Khomeini had cut off any contact, 
officialiy. =o the problem ror the United Statea qovernkent, 
for us, was whoa could we taik tao in order to go to Iran. Tt 
We went to Iran, where wouid we got Who would we talk to? 
And so, in ITstenbul, with the cooperation cf the Turkish 
government -- and every government in the world -- we 
communicated with the Revolutionary Council diractiy, by 


telephone. 


il. l*m sorry, who was the Revolutionary Councii? Or there 


WaS3 8 group of peopia? 
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A. Yea. Beheshti, and ..4..4. 


QQ. A particular person, I meant,... 


A. No. Ail ot ther. Or all that we ... No one was in 


charge. There waa 6 nemberahip of the Revolutionary Council. 


And we algaoa made contacts with other peopie in iran who wera 
ciose toe the Ayatolleah. Wa were baaring a letter from the 
President of the United States to the Ayatollah. And thia 


Wa hnown, 


But it became quickiy clear that it waa not posaaible to deal 
with any peraon or group that meant anything. Because there 
Wae a atruggie for power under way in Iran itaelif. Sa we 
talked to a number of the pesple in the Revolutionary 


Council, gs nunber of people ciose to Khomeini... 


QO. Via telephonet 


A. Via telephone. And alsc by intermediaries -- other 


governnents, and what have you. 


The @ituation became more and nore uncertain politicaliy -- 
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internally. Although it was possible ta cammunicate by 
telephone, either directly or indirectiy. Part of the 
dipiomacy that we were able to engage in from Istanbul —— 
with Washington and other capitealea -- reaulted in the release 
of the firat group: the Blacks and the women. And sca that 
wae the beat we were able to do. We were in [fatanbui far 


seyersl weeka, and it was then.... 


After severel weeka, it waa clear that, until the fTranian 
government had stabilized itself, there was going ta be no 
neans. But we were prevented fram going in. IT mentioned to 
you that we had a military jet ready, and that we said we 
Were coming. And then they aaid, “Ne, you have to come by 
private plane, through ...."% We had juat Boasrded a Turkish 
airliner. And they asid that no official Americans could 
come to ... 80 we stopped. And we had ta canduct ati our 


negoatiationa by intermediaries or by telephone at that point. 


That was an interesting chapter - 


Rs <unolear> 


A. Well. Yea. It’a hard to know what would have happened 


had we gane ta Iran. 
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G. Could you talk directly te someone like Beheshti? 


A. Yea. We did, 


GQ. And what was hia reaction? 


A. He was aynmpathetic. “Weill do what we can. We have ta 
e-s,”" Ali of them were sympathetic in tone, and no one waa 
rude or hostile at all. No, we talked with @ large number of 


the Revolutionary Council. It waa an extraordinary 


experience. 


Q. But who decided that you couldn’t go to iran? Waa it 


Rhameini himaseizst 


A. Not clear. It muat have Been «a deciaion by Khomeini 
Ultimately, but I think the ...+. It was clesr that the 
Revolutionary Council was divided. There was «# group that 
aeid, “We should try and have good relationa with the United 
States.” The other group was saying just the opposite 
hecause they feared intervention, on the one hand. Gn the 
other, they could use the United States a= 9 means of 
solidifying support. And that kind of internal politics 


seemed ta be what waa happening at that time. 
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But, deapite all af the efforts in the warld community -- 
everyone wae invoived in thiat the UN, and the Vatican, sand 
the Arah States, and the Soviet Union -- thay were ail 


REBIBtLINg, you know. 


The reaaon, probabiy, that I was chosen ia that I had heen 
4aaked ta ga ta Iran as ambassador prior te that. And I had 
declined Calthough evidentiy I’*d been thought by the Bazargan 
government to be acceptable) on the grounds that I didnt 
think if could be of much use, really. Although I was 


thinking very seriousiy of changing my mind, and going. 
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Betore you ga on... why ..,.thisy particular spectrum of 


peopie...7 


WW. tf Will read the names of those histerical figures which 
you have peraanaliy Known. Please deacribe one or two 
Bituations in which they were involved and you personally 
observed, in order to provide a more complete aketch of these 


individuals as men and political Figures. 


Thea fireat person is Noehanrmad-Reza Shah. 


A. Yea. Weil, I saw the Shah on quite a Yew occasions. 


Most of them were oatficiai. Firat in Esfahan, wher#= I wae 
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geeaigned a4 vice-conauvl. At the time I was there, which was 
1353 and “60, the Shah came to Iran ¢Fsafahan> on several 
occaasiona to he the hoat for royal viesitarsa. And the 
eccasions were the visit of Gueen Elizabeth and Philip, the 
¥isit ot the Prince and Princesa of Japan, sand King Hussein 


of Jordan. 


On @ach of those occasions, the Shah went through «4 visit of 
the majzor monuments af Esfahan: the mesques and bridges anc 
maidan “<aquare>, <the> bavaasr. And there were 

Yeceptioans at the sirport and Chehel Sotoun ¢"Farty Columns” 
"“~ @ Satavid bhuliding> for the guesta and the notebieas of 
Estahan, and the very amall diplomatic community. So, over a 


meriod of 4 few months, we saw quite a bit of the Shah. 


AnG if Was 4n interesting introduction to the Imperiai Court, 
because the Shah had his major officials with Hin, And of 
coureae his antourage was quite large, and very elaborate, 

And EFsteahan was decked out in great splendor, with the 
carpets along the way that the viaitora woulda go, and there 


were arches of fiowera and some very fantastic arrangemente. 


And an one occesaion, when the Wueen of Engiand came, the 
entire route of the royai group was painted blue, because it 


wee gaid that the Queen liked biue. Seo you had the drama of 
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Eeafahan’s mud-colored waliis Heing hlne in «a certain path. 
That was the accasion when the Chehel Sotoun had 4 modern 
bathroom installed temporarily, much to e@veryone’s relief -- 


in case the Queen needed to take a bath. *tunclear> 


But they were very wonderful -- wondarful in the sense of 
BPlaborate ... Full of ceremony and splendor, so they were 
very interesting. There were briet discussions of a formal 
nature. But atter the third time, the Shah recognized that 


he Rad seen wus hefore. 


Those were the first pneetings with the Shah. Then when I 
went to Tehran s4& anbasesadoer’s aide, I saw the Shah on a 
number of occasions when the ambasgador went to see the Shah 
at Court. And I was the a&seiatant, and carried the fornai 
Papers, the treaties and what have you, that were to he 
discuased. And £060 We Went to Ssdabad, and aisgo ... We had 


one s@caion downtown, at the paliace downtown. 


And there were several ealeams «public audiences> at Nowruz, 
when we met with the Shah. And we met the entire diplomatic 
corpa and the hagh officiala of the Iranian government -- 
that was in the Golistan Palace. And that was an 
anteresting, elaborate ceremony, where the anbsaasador wauld 


read a formal statement of congratulations. And the Shah 
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Woutd ansawer. 
Ln order of rank, 


elahorate, formal 


il saw the Shah an 


—_ 


in fact, twice 


rear Ab Ali -- it 


BR Ling there, and 


So the occasions that I had ... 


With the anbassadar, 


a0mneawvhat, 


Washington, 


aay that J have any intimate insights in... 


Then 


at piay. 


on one of hiss visita. 


he would be introduced to the diplonatsa 
and have words, to say. That was 4 very 
occasion. 

2 number of other occesions. 


Once, skiing 


SaKkiing. There waa a new aki Lift that was 


was called the Nour Ciub. And he waa 


I was akiing -- with hie hodyquarda. 
I saw him in conversations 
iogaw hin on formal accasians, ana, 
And on one daceasion I gaaw him in 


But I cannot in any sense 


the formalitaes. 


On these occeaalona he seemed up to the 406 of proteacol ane 


being 4 heat for his nation’s visitora on those matters. 


Iocan recall the way the Court wae arranged, and the nehavior 


ot the antourage, 


including Sadabad, 


Furniture, 


Sneaking. 


and taate, 


and the nature of the royal palaces, 
and s0ne@ Sense of preferences in 


and coatumea, and the manner of 


But i can*t claim any inagight ints the intricacies 


of Hie mind or any strengths or weaknesses of character. 


oo. 
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broad, aiuperficial level? Firsat-hand observationa and 


impressions that tunciear> 


A. Well, he seemed like cther men. There waa nothing 
feartul or extravagant ar peculiar, given the poeaition of 
heing the king. Wa, he seemed relatively at ease, and 
attractive, and ... interested .... There was nothing in the 
farmnal aide of ham that wouitd give any indication of the 
quaiity of the man. The formal role was ane that didn’t 
indicate any distinctiona of any kind, either eccentric or 
otherwise. He seened attractive, and anterested, aiert, 
anteijigent. But beyond that, there was nothing that you 


could realiy saee. 


He obyvicoualy liked the viait of the Queen and Prince Philip, 
and Hussein, and the Princese .... Oh yes, there was another 


occea#eaian in Esfeanhen when the Conte de Paris came .... 


Noa. id gay that I got a sense of what the Court was Like 
sunclear? -- the context of the king in Iran. Sut it. would 
take far more personal relationahipa to hegin to have any 
judgment about his character. i have iots of views about 


what he did as «a Shah, but those sre analytical rather than 


emnatianal. 
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Oo. Ashrat. Princess Asnhrai. 


A. Again, they were formal occasions. Ashraf and Shams were 
Slways talked about in Eatahan. Fatrahsn wae 4 very 
interesting place, becauae the rulera were judged by what 
they did for Esfahan. And Shans waa preferred because ahe 
dad things zor Eatshan, it was thought, in the way of Red 
Lian and Sun -- good works of one Kind or another. She 
Caused a buitiding to be put up, and they planted scme trees, 
20 therefore she was thought to be good. AsBhrat was not 
thought, in the game way, because ahe didn’t favor Fatfahan. 


In the minds af the Eafahanis. 


lo oeaeaw her an @ numnher at accasions -- again, they were 
tormei, and ae J aaw other members at the Shah’sa family. 
There were lots of reporta and stories about her Court. She 
was fhe Roath praminent af the royal family as far as having 
“doareha™” and active social life, which would bring some af 
the major politicians and intellectual figures, at 4 certain 
Kind, to be involved. But heyond thet, na.... Some of her 
family, her gone, f knew somewhat. We played tennis together 


~- thangs like that -- in Tehran. 


Again, it was Bo occasalionai as to have no real insights inta 


character, intellect or real helietfa, 
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lal Hossein Alia. 


fa Tt gaw Hin on quite «a tew occagiona with Anbaasedar Holna, 
whe ... Vigited him quite orten. I waa very inpreaaed with 
him. {i thought he was 8 nan of great wiadom and judgment, 
and thoughttuineasa. And his own atyle ot iifea -- his home 
Wee euch a beautiful piace that reflected so nuch of the 
beauty of Iran: tloveiy iibrary and the sense of peace and 
reitiection and beauty. And his own character aeemned to be 


that way. 


He waa already very oid, but he seemed to have a balance and 
gentieness that. was 4 great asset, it feened to ne, i would 
think, if there were more people like him, it would have been 


& very goou infiuence on the Shah. 


tls Him? 


A. Hossein Ala. If there were more tike him ... But heyond 


that .... Again, his children I knew, hecause they were 


cioser to my age. 


tet = Te#imour Bakhtiar. 
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A. Again, the initial cannectian ia Esatieshan, because ny 
firat iandlerd -- sn apartment I rented -- waa «a reiative of 
his, @ Bakhtiar naned Yahyah -- Yahyah Khan Hakhtiar. A 
cousin -~- clase cousin. And Teimour wae well-known in 
Eatahan, for all kinds of reasonea. Ail the Bakhtiars are 
Known in Bafanhan, because it’ea the closeat major city ta 


their lands. 


He had other relatives, fram the Samsame, Samaam Bakhtiar, 
that were very much in opposition to him. In fact, Samsan 
head connections with the -- s& did Chapour -- with the 
Netional Front, and were in the constitutional line, were 
proud of themselves asa in the constitutional line -- the 


Bakhtiars who aypported the constitution. 


sO there waa thia tengion .... I gaw General Bakhtiar on 
accssions in Bakhtiar country, when J was visiting some Khana 
an a hunting trip, and he was hunting. He saeened ta enjoy 
that from time to tine. IT never had any official talks with 
him beyond formalitiaa, altheugh 1] was well aware of hia 
BSCtivitiesa and the organization that he headed, I mean, his 
reputation wae one of being a very hard, tough, chief of the 


secret poiice. And greatly feared. 


@. Dr. MNanouchehr Eghbal. 
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A. Again. thie was .... He was in and aut of the very top 
of the Iranian gavernment. And when I went with the 
eanfbeeaascor, I would see him an a number at ccceasiona. His 
reputstion among the Iranians, as you Know, was being the 
Slave of the Shah. He aeemed totally an cld-atyle courtier: 
that whatever the Shah wished wae hia command. And a man ai 
na ..4. by personal decision, who had no other view, except ta 
serve the Shah sa the Shah wished. And he did that to the 


heat of Hia ability. 


He was an interesting type for me, hecause in the United 
States thera are always some aBaertiona at individual wili, 
and in the cage ot Dr. Eghbal, there saeemed to be the 
phenamenan at being a loyal aervant to the king waa 
exemplified, it seemed to me, in Eghbal. And I don’t think 


that’s a had thing, if that’a the way you see the world. 


Hy position -- in ainost ail of these cases -- was to 
observe. I never reaily had ta desl with them as equals. if 
was far fram that. So it’a an unfair position to nake 
JudgTenta shout them because you have no immediate sense of 
the reasaponaihilities that someone may have —-- or the burdena, 


or the terrore. 
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Z. Ja*tar Sharit-Enani. 


A. Again, the aane kind at Circumstance. Enami struck ne as 
aamecne wha was very adroit and akillful. Who was a very 
tlaxtbie, almost troubleshooter for the Shah, who would be 
caiied in when things were totelly out of hand. and ha would 
do hia beat to dampen already disasatrovua saitvationa -- that 
seemed to be hia role. Eghtfeal would be calied in the firat 


instance, then Shaeritf-Emami would be called. 


so they were .... He was much more Flexible 4 figure, i 
think, than Eghhai. Aithough reaily in the same schoal of 
politica. aAnd the sane notion of the role of the Shah and 


their role in relistion to him, 


ld Dr. Ali Amini, 


4&, Weil, that’a@ .... One of the moat interesting people I 
met in Iran was Or. Amini. He is such a vital human being. 
Higa personality ia ao fuli of lite and so amusing and bubbly 
thet you couldn’*t faii but tike him because he waa ao... 
aiwaya darting all over the place and cracking jokes and 
setting people at ease. And slways telling fascinating 
stories of one kind or another -- he waa 4 master of 


conversation and engagement. 
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He was a passionate politician. He dajighted in the activity 
of politica and likéd to have groupsa around hin, iliked to be 
involved, I think he waa a very interesting transitional 
figure, in RBany ways. Goming trom another dynasty, with a 
lot of experience of the West, but atill s man of the Court, 
in hany ways. Yery sensitive to the Weat. He was 4 major 
figure in Iran, with a lot of intiuence and certainiy was 


there at the most crucial tines. 


I think if he had been given more scope, more aupport, at 
crucial mamnents, the history of fran might have been very 
digterent than it ia now. He was 4 nan whose notivesa, I 
think, were besaceliy patriotic, sophisticated, and would 
heave aerved Iran weli if they Aac been given more pley than 


they were given. 


He certasiniy, anong the Iranians of that period, probably has 
tha largest inaight into aii the ramifications of what was 
going on within the Court, outside the Court, and the nature 
af appnoeitiaon politics, the behavior of the Americana, the 
British, of the Russians. Ha probably has the moat 


comprehensive view of the political world af any Iranian, I 


would think. 
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I Know you've interviewed hin in depth. His mespoixr, I’m 


Sure, i8 the mast aignificant -~ or should be, 


But he had the best contacta with the younger generationa, 
too. He was interested in them. He sought tham out. He 
wanted to hear what they had to say. He waa always 
interested in who the brightest people wera in the rising 
generatians, and would seek then out. And they would enjoy 
bim. Jt was that he was sociaily active -- not 42 recivuae in 
the slightest. At Nowruz it was very important to hin for 
hin fo visit, and people te vasit hin, and, of course, his 
Family velationahips were vaat and extensive, go that made 


Rettersa easier. 


& fascinating and important historical figure, 


Q. Mehdi Bazargan. 


A. Avery slight -- one acquaintance of his .... At the 
time when I was in Iran, he was moatiy in jaii, ao .... TT 
had heard a great deal about hin, because af the Freedom 
Nevement and hia role in the National Front -- Ii’d have toa 
say -- “convention” in 1953 or ‘64, where he was seen as 
being on the fringe, on the extreme religioua right. And was 


known, at that time, along with Taleghani, aa the religious 
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wing of the party. But was still within the umbrella of whet. 


was basically a secuiear party. Or series of groupings. 


He aeemed, at that time, to be a very decent, highly 
principled pergon, who was such reapected for those reasons. 
By the more aecular peopie he was thought to be overly 
religiause. Those are all points cof view that others had at 
the tina. But he was aiways regarded as being honest and 
straightforward -- a man af principle, and willing to autfer 


for his principies, which he obvicusaiy did. 


Oo. Yeo, 


A. And atill ia, fram ail appearances. 


QO. Where did you neat hint 


A. It was juat one oaccasion when they hac .... During the 


period af the convention. It was just insignificant. I‘n 


just aware of what he tooks iike, 


a wenmerai Hasan Pekravan. 


A. Neo. Pakravan was a very popular figure in Tehran, 


heceausea,.,, even thenugh he wae in SAYAK. He waan*t alwaya 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / William G. Miller. Interview recorded by Shahla Haeri, 7-25 March 1985, Medford, MA, U.S. A. 
lranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


MILLER -e& 


that, of course. Recause he waa auch a Bright, intelligent, 
cultured man. And of caouree hia wife and family were very 
eivilized, snd interested in the history and civilization af 
Iran. And wee ealweysa regarded as a nan who balieved in 
Minimum use af force, was alwaya looking for political 
acalutions and compromise, and using general methods rather 


than the harah nmnethodsa of oather heads at SAVAK, 


He was generally campared with General Bakhtiar as the twa 
qditferent waya of doing the job of head of secret police. 
Arkerican ambassadars and other officials wouid aiwaya seek 
his views ot things, and he would seek theirs, and he waa 
Qlways regarded as an able ... civil servant, with the 
intereats of hia country and his king at heart. They aaw him 


as aman who did s very difficult job very well. 


As s peraonality, he was very engaging and polite and 


thoughtful and philosophical. 


But that wea not my world. <«unclear> fRecause of my job as 


S281stent toe the ambasaador, I wouid see him. Un occasion, 


@.- Gould you describe one or twa of these occasions when yau 


Ket han? 
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A. They were generally gacial -- dinners and fornal 
receptiona of one Kind or another. And I think he wae with 
the Court, with the Hing, on another occasion, when I went 
with Ambassador Holmsa on enbasay buaineasa,: treaties and 


agreenents of one kind or another. 


a. Asadoilah Alam. 


A. Alam I sew @ lot of. Again, it was partially at the 
court, But ... he was very often 4a quest of Anbaeasadoar Holna. 
4nd they got along very weil. And there were many ocecasiona 
when I saw him. I played tennia with Mra. Alam on «4 number 
ot occasions at Anjadiye-h. Further, Mra. Ailam’sa brother, 
Wavan, was governor at Farmandar in, I think, Kermanahah, and 


I met him there. We became trienda. 


He waa rather ..... f thought he waa 4 very interesting, 
rather nice, paragon, this Gavas, And we viaited the Gavan 


house in Shiraz ... Lovely .«.. 


But you could clearly gee that Alam was very important to the 
shah. He wa& one of the few people who could aneak directiy 
and frankiy with the Shah. And he did. Even ..... And very 


aKkKillfully. And with genuine affection. 
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There was mo question that Alam and the Sheh were close and 
qacd frienda. And thet Alan was as ... one of the beat ways 
to inform the Shah of a point Gf view or a petition, Hea was 
the moat important advisor to the Shah, and that was evident 
to anyone who ever went to Court or saw the gavernnant in 
operation, was that «he was> the noat important peracn to the 
Sheh. And perhaps the death of Alam at the end, and hia 
iilinesa, account for some of the lack of reacive on the part 
of the Shah. He was, without queation, the moat important 


Sdvigsor to the Shah. 


And aomeane wha had a lot of ancien regime. with the 

whole Boroujerd .... The whele eastern province was his. Has 
domain, in @ way. And he hed the Kind of contidence that 
that kind oF sense of place gives, it seems ta me. He was 
Yery good with foreigners, weaterners. He underatood then, 
he wes very akiliful. He Knew the facta pretty well. He waa 


Yery well-informed. 


But, with all af that, JI think hia Banic view, ana it waa 
quite evident, waa the Shah’e basically ahaalute rule waa the 
right courae. ff think that wae hia view. And he was one of 
those wha, at the crucial moments, I’m sure, would have 
counseled: “Bean*t give in. Keep your power intact. It"a a 


Slippery slope -- if you give a littie bit, then more will go 
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-- the beginning of the end. Hoid on.” 


Basically, slthough I think he was tactically very good, too. 
He would know when the iimitea had been reached. He worked 


very hard at his job. He wae good at at. 


a. Haeaan-ali Mansour. 


A. Well, I ... Yes, he waa one of the group of the 
Progressive Center. He was seen quite a bit by the 
anbasaador and by the minister. They were close persanal 
friends. And seen 4&8 somecne who could gaivanize the 
Sllegiance of the younger -- relatively younger -- 
technocrats and Weatern-trained people. And that he would bea 
&@ natural leader for thoae purposes. Ha seemed an 


attractive, able nan for those purposes. 


O+ course, his esaaassseineticn ... snouid have been see@n as an 
indication of what was to come. The group that killed hin, 
and the reasons why, their motivations, their beliefs, and aca 
an, Should have heen, it seems to me, more thaughtrully 
ssaegasaed than they were. l think it was dismiaesed 46 a 
lunatic fringe. it was obviously a lunatic who killed hin, 
because 2338484e8inga tend to be iunatics, but the peopie behind 


S84882i1n8 are another matter. 4nd the reasons that compel 
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people ta want to kili other people <unclear>. 


But he was typical ot that group. Hia satylea af behavior, of 
Bocisgi 1l1f@ waa very characteriatic. He was very well-to-do. 
Not quite on the scale of the Royal Court, but very 
successful. ft waa a representation of .... He hed that 
Bense of things, Very, aon the whole, decent people, with the 
wall-heing of Iran, as sliwaya, in mind. I think that was the 


general attitude. 


QO. Thank you Mr. Milier. 
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